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What is Cross? 


An upright post with a transverse bar; as used in antiquity for crucifixion, 

Synonyms: crucifix rod 

An upright post with a transverse piece near the top; on which condemned persons were 

executed in ancient times, 

Often Cross, The cross upon which Jesus was crucified. 

A crucifix 

Any of various modifications of the cross design, such as a Latin cross or Maltese cross. 

A medal, emblem or insignia in the form of a cross 

This article is about the shape of the structure on which Jesus was crucified. For supposed 
relics, see True Cross. For the “Instruments of the Passion” see Arma Christi. 

i ) 
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Origin of the Cross 


According to the History the Cross was used centuries before Christ. 


Assyrian king Samsi -Vul 



This is the statue of the Assyrian king Samsi-Vul; son of Shalmaneser. We can see around 

his neck is an almost perfect Maltese cross. 
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Ashurnasirpal I, king of Assyria from 1050 to 1031 BC 



e found the cross around the neck Ashurnasirpal lthe king of the Assyria. 

W Inscribed mas-sur-PAB-A, the god Assur is the protector of the heir was the King of 
Assyria, 1049 - 1031 BC; and the 92nd to appear on the Assyrian King list. He was the 
son and successor of Samsi-Adad IV, and he ruled for 19 years during a troubled period of 
Assyrian history, marked by famine and war with nomads from the deserts to the west. He 
is best known for his penitential prayer to Istar of Nineveh. 
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The ancient Greek goddess Diana (Artemis) 



T he ancient Greek goddess Diana is pictured with a cross over her head. Bacchus, the 
Greek God of wine, is often pictured wearing a headdress adorned with crosses. 

In Roman mythology; Diana was the Goddess of heavenly or divine; the hunt and 
moon and birthing, being associated with wild animals and woodland, and having the 
power to talk to and control animals. She was equated with the Greek goddess Artemis, 
though she had an independent origin in Italy. 
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Cross in Mexico Centuries 



Different types of crosses were used in Mexico centuries before the Spaniards arrived. 


The Egyptians used cross symbols in abundance 
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Cross in Hinduism 



The crucifix of the God was mentioned in The Rig Veda/Mandala 10/Hymn 90 

THOUSAND heads hath Purusa, a thousand eyes, a thousand feet. On every side 
7^^ pervading Earth he fills a space ten fingers wide. This Purusa is all that yet hath 
been and all that is to be; The Lord of Immortality which waxes greater still by 
food. So mighty is his greatness; yea, greater than this is Purusa. All creatures are one- 
fourth of him, three-fourths eternal life in heaven. With three-fourths Purusa went up: 
one-fourth of him again was here. Hence he strode out to every side over what cats not and 
what cats. From him Yiraj was born; again Purusa from Viraj was born. As soon as he 
was born he spread eastward and westward o'er the Earth. When God’s prepared the 
sacrifice with Purusa as their offering, It’s oil was springed, the Holy gift was autumn; 
summer was the wood. They blamed as victim on the grass Purusa born in earliest time. 
With him the Deities and all Sadhyas and Rsis sacrificed. From that great general sacrifice 



the dripping fat was gathered up. He formed the creatures of-the air, and animals both 
wild and tame. From that great general sacrifice Reas and Sama-hymns were born: 
Therefrom were spells and charms produced; the Yajus had its birth from it. From it were 
horses born, from it all cattle with two rows of teeth: From it were generated kine, from it 
the goats and sheep were born. When they divided Purusa how many portions did they 
make? What do they call his mouth, his arms? What do they call his thighs and feet? The 
Brahman was his mouth, of both his arms was the Rajanya made. His thighs became the 
Vaisya, from his feet the Sudra was produced. The Moon was gendered from his mind, and 
from his eye the Sun had birth; Indra and Agni from his mouth were born, and Vayu from 
his breath. Forth from his navel came mid-air the sky was fashioned from his head Earth 
from his feet, and from his car the regions. Thus they formed the worlds. Seven fencing- 
sticks had he, thrice seven layers of fuel were prepared. When God offering sacrifice, 
bound, as their victim, Purusa. Gods, sacrificing, sacrificed the victim these were the 
earliest Holy ordinances. The Mighty Ones attained the height of heaven, there where the 
Sidhyas, God’s of old, are dwelling. 
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Constantine and the Cross 



Constantine Named emperor in A.D. 312, He was the warrior Constantine; Cornel Wilde. 
We can see a cross in the sky and adopts Christianity. 

The surprising thing is that the Christian use of cross did not begin until the time of 
Constantine; three centuries after Christ. Archaeologists have not found any Christian use 
of the symbol before that time. 



Cross from Pagans 



If we go through the New Testament expository dictionary, we can find the article 
mentioned by the writer W. E. Vine; regarding the “Cross” this was the cross as 
“Christian” symbol was taken directly from the pagans. 
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Cross of the Tree 



The New Testament does not specifically describe the instrument upon which Christ died, 
though Acts 5:30; 10:39; and 13:28-29 refer to it as a "tree" 

The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree - Acts 5:30 

We are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a tree - Acts 10:39 

Though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to 
death. 29 Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him 
down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb - Acts 13:28-29 

The Greek word xulon, translated “tree” in these verses, can mean a stick, club, tree, stake, 
or other wooden articles. 
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Present images of Cross 




Here we can see some images of the cross which were found in the present days. These were 


probably used for the crucifixion of the Jesus Christ. 






Ancient world Crosses 


Four Crosses used for crucifixions in the ancient world 


here are four types of crosses that are known to have been used for crucifixions in the 
^ ^ ^ ancient world, apart from that used by, for example, the Assyrians, who impaled 
victim on an upright post - something that we know did not happen to Jesus Christ 


It 

"Latin Cross" 



“Greek Cross" 



"St. Anthony's Cross" 



"St. Andrew’s Cross" 


Daily Bible Study 
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Latin cross 



plain cross in which the vertical part below the horizontal is longer than the other 
three parts. The Latin Cross or crux immissa, is the traditional cross that is most 
often portrayed in illustrations and in crucifixes. It was generally assumed that 
because a sign was nailed to the post above Jesus 

Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, the king 

of the Jews - John 19:19 

There must have been a section of upright post above the horizontal beam. 



Anthony's Cross 



ith four equal arms; the crux immissa, or Latin cross, whose base stem is longer 
than the other three arms; the crux commissa, in the form of the Greek letter tau, 
sometimes called St. Anthony’s cross; and crux decussata, named from the Roman 
decussis, 

The St. Anthony's Cross or crux commissa, was actually the most commonly used cross 
used by the Romans for crucifixions. The upright post, which was notched at the top, was 
already in place. The executed man was tied or nailed to the cross-section, which was then 
simply lifted up and set into the notch at the top of the upright post. The weight of the 
condemned man was drawing down directly into the notch, where it couldn't go anywhere, 
unlike the traditional cross that had cross section fastened to the side of the post, which can 
be much more easily pull away. Since the condemned man hung down below the level of 
horizontal beam, there was still plenty of room for a sign to be nailed above his head. 




Greek Cross 



The Greek Cross had equal-length vertical and horizontal sections. 

rjlhe Greek Cross has all fours members the same shape and form crux quadrata and 
usually represents the Church rather than a symbol of Christ's suffering. 

It appears as a plus sign in liturgical documents to indicate where priest should make the 
Sign of Cross. For example: “The peace” “of the Lord be” “always with” “you.” 

In Lalibela, Ethiopia, the shape was the template for the monolithic churches carved from 
a single block of stone in the 12th century. Perhaps the most famous is Church of St. 
George Beta Giyorgis. 




Saint Andrew's Cross 



T he name comes from the crux decussata diagonal cross that Saint Andrew is said to 
have been martyred on. 

The Saint Andrew's Cross or crux decussata was shaped like the letter X, with the two 
bottom legs set into the ground. 

The St. Andrew's Cross, Crux decussata, X-cross, X-frame or saltire cross is a common 
piece of equipment. It typically provides restraining points for ankles, wrists, and waist. 
When secured to a saltire, the subject is restrained in a spread eagle position. 

The St. Andrew's Cross and the spanking bench are the most common pieces. Saltires are 
versatile and easy to manufacture. They are usually firmly attached to a wall and which 
has a central hinge and allows occupants to be turned upside down. 

The submissive may be attached to the cross with either back or front facing the cross. 
Being restrained facing the cross is position often used for whipping. Being attached with 
one's back to the cross is usually more of a sexual bondage position or used for sexual 
teasing. 

The name comes from the crux decussata diagonal cross that Saint Andrew is said to have 
been martyred on. 



Types of Christian Crosses 


Patriarchal Cross (Three-bar Cross) 



P atriarchal cross: three-bar cross. Also called as an archiepiscopal cross or crux 
gemina. A double cross was with the two crossbars near the top. The upper one is 
shorter, representing the plaque nailed to Jesus' cross. Similar to the Cross of 
Lorraine, though in the original version of latter, bottom arm is lower. The Eastern 
Orthodox cross adds a slanted bar nears the foot. 

The Patriarchal cross is a variant of the Christian cross, the religious symbol of 
Christianity. Similar to the familiar Latin cross, the Patriarchal cross possesses a smaller 
crossbar placed above the main one, so that both crossbars are near the top. Sometimes the 
patriarchal cross has a short, slanted crosspiece near its foot Orthodox cross. This slanted, 
lower crosspiece often appears in Byzantine Greek and Eastern European iconography, as 
well as Eastern Orthodox churches. 
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Globus Cruciger (Globe Cross) 



he globus cruciger called in Latin, “cross-bearing orb”, also known as the orb and 
' ^ ^ cross, an orb Latin globus topped, Latin gerere, to wear by a cross Latin crux, has 
been a Christian symbol of authority since the Middle Ages, used on coins, in 
iconography, and with the sceptre as royal regalia. The cross represents Christ's dominion 
over the orb of the world, literally held in the hand of an earthly ruler or sometimes it is 
held by an angel. In the iconography of Western art, when Christ himself holds the globe, 
he is called Salvatore Mundi, the Savior of the World; his statue is the Infant Jesus of 
Prague. 




Papal Cross 



Papal cross: A cross with three bars near the top. The bars are of unequal length, each one 
shorter than the one below. 


he papal cross is an emblem for the office of the Pope in ecclesiastical heraldry. It is 
depicted as a staff with three horizontal bars near the top, in diminishing order of 
length as the top is approached. It is thus analogous to the two-barred archiepiscopal 
cross used in heraldry to indicate an archbishop, and seems to have been used precisely to 
indicate an ecclesiastical rank still higher than that of archbishop. In the past, this design of 
the cross was often used in ecclesiastical heraldry as a distinctive mark of his office. It was 
often merely an artistic device, as use of a staff or crosier was not part of the traditional 
papal insignia. However, at least one staff surmounted with a papal cross does exist. 
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Monogrammatic or Staurogram Cross 



onogrammatic Cross, or Staurogram or Tau-Rho Cross: The Staurogram meaning 
M monogram of the cross from the Greek or Monogrammatic Cross or Tau-Rho 
symbol, is composed by a tau “T” superimposed on a rho “P”. The Staurogram 
was first used to abbreviate the Greek word for cross in very early New Testament 
manuscripts. Ephrem the Syrian in the 4th-century explained these two united letters 
stating that the tau refers to the cross. 

The tau was considered a symbol of salvation due to the identification of the tau with the 

sign which in Ezekiel 9:4 

“Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve 
and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it” 

The Mono grammatic Cross was later seen also as a variation of the Chi Rho symbol, and it 
spread over Western Europe in the 5th and 6th centuries. 



Stepped Cross 



Stepped Cross: A cross was resting on a base with three steps: also called a graded or a 
Calvary cross. 


tepped, Altar, Peronnee, Degraded or Graded Cross or in heraldry as de Calvaire, 
Peronnee, Degraded, Graded or Stepped Cross. In this symbol, the three steps leading 
up to the cross represent the mound at Calvary, or in descending order they represent 
Faith, based upon Hope. 


The steps are sometimes the base of a Table-top Cross or Altar Cross. Candles on the altar 
table were not common until the 13th century. Before that, a cross may have been 
suspended from a canopy above the altar, and particles of the Host were arranged in the 
form of a cross. About 800 years ago, Pope Innocent III decreed a cross is set upon the 
altar, in the middle between two candlesticks, probably only during Mass. 
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Jerusalem Cross 



Jerusalem Cross: Also known as the Crusader's Cross. A large cross with a smaller cross in 
each of its angles, It was used as a symbol of the kingdom of Jerusalem. 

T he Jerusalem cross, also known as the “Five-fold Cross”, is a heraldic cross or 
Christian symbol consisting of a large cross potent surrounded by four smaller plain 
crosses, one in each quadrant. It is not to be confused with the Lorraine cross, which 
has also been called the Jerusalem cross. 
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Cross of St. Peter 



Cross of St. Peter: A cross with the crossbeam placed near the foot that is associated with 

Saint Peter because of the tradition that he was crucified head down. 

The Cross of St. Peter or Petrine Cross is an inverted Latin cross traditionally used as a 
Christian symbol, but in recent times also used as an anti-Christian symbol. 



Armenian Cross 



Armenian cross: Symbol of the Armenian Apostolic Church, and a typical feature of 
khachkars. Also known as the “Blooming Cross” owing to the trefoil emblems at the ends 
of each branch. 

n Armenian cross is also a symbol that combines a cross with a floral postament or 
elements. In the Armenian Christianity it was combined with the Christian cross and 
this design was often used for high crosses “khachkar” a free-standing cross made of 
stone and often richly decorated. 



Bolnisi Cross 



Bolnisi cross: Ancient Georgian cross and national symbol from the 5th century AD. 

T he Bolnisi cross is a cross symbol, taken from a 5th-century ornament at the Bolnisi 
Sioni church, which came to be used as a national symbol of Georgia. 

It is a variant of the Cross pattee popular in Christian symbolism of late antiquity and the 
early medieval period. The same symbol gave rise to cross variants used during the 
Crusades, the Iron cross used by the German military. 
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Caucasian Albanian Cross 



Caucasian Albanian cross: Ancient Caucasian Albanian cross and national symbol from 
the 4th century AD. 


he Albanian Apostolic Church or the Church of Caucasian Albania was an ancient 

T 

■ briefly independent autocephalous Church. It later fell under the religious 
jurisdiction of the Armenian Apostolic Church that existed from the 5th century to 
1830 and was centered in Caucasian Albania, a region mostly located in present-day 
Azerbaijan. It was one of the earliest national Christian churches. 


In the early 8th century, church tried to embrace Chalcedonianism, but this attempt was 
foiled by the rest of the Armenian Church with the help of the Arabs. 

In medieval times, the monastery of Gandzasar served as the See of the Caucasian 
Albanian Catholicosate of Armenian Apostolic Church, which continued to exist until 1828 
or 1836, when it was formally abolished by the Russian authorities, following forced session 
of the last territories in the Caucasus maintained under Iranian Qajar rule per the Treaty 
of Turkmenchay and the Russo-Persian War 1826-1828. 



Coptic Ankh 



optic ankh Shaped like the letter T surmounted by an oval or circle. Originally 

P 

■ the Egyptian symbol for “life”, it was adopted by the Copts, Egyptian Christians. It 
was also called “crux ansata” meaning “cross with a handle”. 

Coptic crosses are a variety of crosses used by the Coptic Christians. Old Coptic crosses 
often incorporate a circle which may vary in size depending on the representation. For the 
Coptic Church, the circle represents eternal and everlasting love of God, as shown through 
Christ's crucifixion, Christ's halo and resurrection. 

The Coptic cross is widely used in the Coptic Church and the Ethiopian and Eritrean 
churches. Many Copts have the cross tattooed on the inside of their right arm. The Coptic 
cross in its modern and ancient forms is considered a sign of faith and pride to the Copts 
The Ethiopians Christians wear it as a symbol of faith. 
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Armenian Cross - Stone 


rmenian cross-stone “Khachkar” A 
khachkar “cross-stone” is a popular 
symbol of Armenians. 

A khachkar; also known as an Armenian 
cross-stone is a carved, memorial stele bearing 
a cross, and often with additional motifs such 
as rosettes, interlaces, and botanical motifs. 
Khachkars are characteristic of Medieval 
Christian Armenian art. 

The most common khachkar feature is a cross 
surmounting a rosette or a solar disc. The remainder of the stone face is typically filled 
with elaborate patterns of leaves, grapes, pomegranates, and bands of interlace. 
Occasionally a khachkar is surmounted by a cornice sometimes containing biblical or 
saintly figures. 

Most early khachkars were erected for the salvation of the soul of either a living or a 
deceased person. Otherwise they were intended to commemorate a military victory, the 
construction of a church, or as a form of protection from natural disasters. Usually 
khachkars were positioned west, so the deceased faced east towards God, and was reborn 
at sunrise. The cross has been theorized to represent Orion “Armenian Hayk” Christ the 
Logos, along with the solar disc below it as God the father. 
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Canterbury Cross 



Canterbury Cross: A cross with four arms of equal length which widen to a hammer shape 
at the outside ends. Each arm has a triangular panel inscribed in a triquetra “three- 
cornered knot” pattern. There is a small square panel in the center of the cross. This was a 
symbol of the Anglican and Episcopal Churches. 

The Canterbury Cross is one of crosses that are used to symbolize the Christian faith. It is 
so called because it was designed after a Saxon brooch, dating ca. 850 that was found in 
1867 in Canterbury, England. 




Celtic Cross 



Celtic Cross: Essentially a Latin cross, with a circle enclosing the intersection of the 
upright and crossbar, as in the standing High crosses. 

Celtic cross: Irish: cros Cheilteach, Scottish Gaelic: crois Cheilteach, Manx: crosh 
Cheltiagh, Welsh: croes Geltaidd, Cornish: krows keltek, Breton: kroaz geltek; is a symbol 
that combines a cross with a ring surrounding the intersection; the cross stem being longer 
than the other threes intersection. 

It belongs to a wider group of crosses with a nimbus. The Celtic Christians combined the 
Christian cross with the nimbus to create high crosses a free-standing cross made of stone 
which was often richly decorated. The Celtic Revival shape, usually decorated with 
interlace and other motifs from Insular art, became popular for funerary monuments and 
other uses, and has remained so, spreading well beyond Ireland. 



Coptic Cross 



Coptic cross: The original Coptic cross has its origin in the Coptic ankh. 

C optic crosses are a variety of crosses used by the Coptic Christians. Old Coptic 
crosses often incorporate a circle which may vary in size depending on the 
representation. For the Coptic Church, circle represents the eternal and everlasting 
love of God, as shown through Christ's crucifixion, Christ's halo and resurrection. 

The Coptic cross is widely used in the Coptic Church and the Ethiopian and Eritrean 
churches. Many Copts have the cross tattooed on inside of their right arm. The Coptic 
cross in its modern and ancient forms is considered a sign of faith and pride to the Copts 
The Ethiopians Christians wear it as a symbol of faith. 



New Coptic Cross 




s 



New Coptic Cross: This new Coptic Cross is the cross currently used by the Coptic 
Catholic Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria. It evolved from the older 
Coptic Crosses depicted above. A gallery of Coptic Crosses can be found here. 

Coptic crosses are a variety of crosses used by the Coptic Christians. Old Coptic, New 
Ralph Cross. 
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Grapevine Cross 



he Grapevine Cross also known as the Georgian cross or Saint Nino's cross, is a 

T 1 

■ major symbol of the Georgian Orthodox Church and dates from the 4th century AD, 
when Christianity became the official religion in the kingdom of Iberia “Kartli”. 

It is recognizable by the slight drooping of its horizontal arms. Traditional accounts credit 
Saint Nino, a Cappadocian woman who preached Christianity in Iberia corresponding to 
modern eastern Georgia, early in the 4th century, with this unusual shape of cross. The 
legend has it that she received the grapevine cross from the Virgin Mary or alternatively, 
she created it herself on the way to Mtskheta and secured it by entwining with her own 
hair. Nino came with this cross on her mission to Georgia. However, the familiar 
representation of the cross, with its peculiar drooping arms, did not appear until the early 
modern era. 
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Gnostic Cross 


Gnostic cross: Cross used by the early Gnostic sects. 


n Gnosticism, the world of demiurge is 
^^represented by the underworld, which is 
associated with matter, flesh, time and, more 
particularly, an imperfect, ephemeral world. The 
world of God is represented by the upper world and is 
associated with soul and perfection. The world of God 
is eternal and not part of the physical. It is impalpable 
and timeless. 



Gnosticism is primarily defined in a Christian context. In the past, some scholars thought 
that Gnosticism predated Christianity and included pre-Christian religious beliefs and 
spiritual practices argued to be common to early Christianity, Neoplatonism, Hellenistic 
Judaism, Greco-Roman mystery religions, and Zoroastrianism especially Zurvanism. The 
discussion of Gnosticism changed radically with the discovery of the Nag Hammadi library 
and led to a revision of older assumptions. To date, no pre-Christian gnostic texts have 
been found, and Gnosticism as a unique and recognizable belief system is considered to be 
a second century or later development. 
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Occitan Cross 



Occitan cross: Based on the counts of Toulouse's traditional coat of arms, it soon became 
the symbol of Occitania as a whole. 

he Occitan cross, also called cross of Occitania, cross of Languedoc, Cathar cross, 
^ ^ ^ cross of Forcalquier or Toulouse cross, is the symbol of Occitania. It was first used as 
such, probably, in the coat of arms of the counts of Forcalquier in Provence and then 
by the counts of Toulouse in the traditional territory of Languedoc. It later spread to the 
other provinces of lo pais, namely Provence, Guyenne, Gascony, Dauphine, Auvergne and 
Limousin. 
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Rose Cross 



Rose Cross: A cross with a rose blooming at the center. The central symbol was to all 
groups embracing the philosophy of the Rosicrucians. 

he Rosy Cross also called Rose Cross and Rose Croix, is a symbol largely associated 
^ ^ ^ with the semi-mythical Christian Rosenkreuz, Qabbalist and alchemist and founder of 
the Rosicrucian Order. The Rose Cross is said to be a cross with a white rose at its 
center and symbolizes the teachings of a tradition formed within the Christian tenets. 



51 


1 


Russian Orthodox Cross 


& 

Suppedaneum Cross 


Suppedaneum cross: Also known as Russian cross, Slavic 
or Slavonic cross. A three-barred cross in which the short 
top bar represents the inscription over Jesus' head, and 
the lowest, usually slanting short bar, placed near the 
foot, represents his footrest in Latin, Suppedaneum. This 
cross existed in a slightly different form with the bottom 
crossbeam pointing upwards in Byzantium, and it was 
changed and adopted by the Russian Orthodox Church 
and especially popularized in the East Slavic countries. 



aking the downward footstool a Russian innovation, In the Greek and most other 
M Orthodox Churches, the footrest remains straight, as in earlier representations, 
or is sometimes slanted the other way upwards, in contrast to the Russian cross. 
Common variations include the "Cross over Crescent" and the “Calvary cross” 
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Serbian Cross 



Serbian cross: A Greek Cross with 4 Cyrillic S’s “C” in each of its angles, which represent 
the imperial motto of the Palaiologos dynasty when he resurrected the Byzantine Empire: 
King of Kings, Ruling over Kings - Basileus Basileon, Basileuon Basileuonton). It was the 
national symbol of Serbia and symbol of the Serbian Orthodox Church. 

he Serbian cross is a national symbol of Serbia, part of the Coat of arms of Serbia, 
and the flag of Serbia. It is believed to be based on the Tetra grammatic cross 
emblem of the Byzantine Palaiologos dynasty, with the difference that in Serbian use 
the cross is usually white on a red background, rather than gold on a red background 
though it can be depicted in gold as well. It is composed of a cross symbol with four stylized 
letters “S” “C” on each of its corners. 
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Saint Thomas Cross 


aint Thomas Cross The ancient 
cross used by Saint Thomas 
Christians also known as Syrian 
Christians or Nasrani in Kerala, India. 

Saint Thomas Christian crosses are 
ancient crosses which belonged to the 
ancient community of Saint Thomas 
Christians of Indian sub-continent who 
trace their origins to the evangelistic 
activity of Saint Thomas in the 1st century 
thus making it one of the oldest Christian 
communities of the world. Saint Thomas 
Christian crosses are broadly classified as 
Mar Thoma Sliva, Saint Thomas Cross, Persian Cross and Nasrani S Sthambam. 

Mar Thoma Slivas are found at Kadamattom, Muttuchira, Kothanalloor, Kottayam and 
Alangad in the South Indian state of Kerala. Outside Kerala, they are found in Goa and 
Tamil Nadu in India, Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka and Taxila in Pakistan. Flowery Persian 
Crosses found at Kottakkavu, Pallipuram and Niranam. The large open air rock crosses 
known as Nasrani Sthambams are found at the frontage of many Saint Thomas Christian 
churches in Kerala. 
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Macedonian Cross 



Macedonian cross, also known as Veljusa Cross. Macedonian Christian symbol, symbol of 

the Macedonian Orthodox Church 

he Macedonian Cross Macedonian: is a variation of the Christian cross which is 
^ ^ ^ mainly connected with the Christianity in Macedonia. The cross is a symbol of the 
Macedonian Orthodox Church. The cross can be found on many churches in 
Macedonia, it is displayed on the coat of arms of the Macedonian Orthodox Church, and 
the cross is main element of the “Holy Macedonian Cross Table Medal” of the Macedonian 
Orthodox Church. 

The cross was first displayed in the “Holy Mother of God” church in Veljusa Monastery 
near Strumica. It is known that the church was built in 1085 AD. The cross has been 
painted on facade of the church. At the beginning, this cross was associated with the 
monastery and Strumica Region, but later it became a well-known symbol of the Church of 
Macedonia. 
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Anuradhapura Cross 



Anuradhapura Cross: A symbol of Christianity in Sri Lanka. 

he Cross is the primary symbol of Christian faith representing the cross on which 
^ ^ ^ Jesus Christ died. It is the most venerated symbol among them. In fact every Catholic 
commences prayer, both public and private, making the ‘Sign of the Cross.’ The 
veneration of this symbol is a very ancient devotion among Christians and this veneration 
reaches a climax during the Holy Week on Good Friday. The most ancient representation 
perhaps, of this symbol on stone, is attributed in our part of the world, to an Apostle of 
Jesus Himself who came to India in 52 A.D. 

A symbol of a Cross attributed to this Apostle is the most ancient symbol of Christianity 
found so far, in Sri Lanka too. It is the Cross discovered during archeological excavations 
in Anuradhapura. 



Marian Cross 



Marian Cross: A term invented to refer to Pope John Paul II's combination of a Latin cross 
and the letter M, representing Mary being present on Calvary. 

he Marian Cross is an informal name applied citation needed to a design in the 

T 

■ personal coat of arms of Pope John Paul II. The design consists of a Latin cross with 
the crossbar extended on the viewer's right heraldic sinister, together with a letter 
“M” for the Virgin Mary under the extended arm of the cross. 

A combination of the letter M with a normal Latin cross and other symbols is found also as 
part of the 1830 design of the Miraculous Medal, revealed to Saint Catherine Laboure in a 
Marian apparition. In that design the letter “M” is surmounted by a normal Latin cross 
standing on a bar which may represent the earth, interlaced with the letter “M”. 

As in that design, the letter “M” combined with a cross in the coat of arms of Pope John 
Paul II represents the Virgin Mary standing at the foot of the cross of Jesus during his 
crucifixion. 


Off Center Cross 





O ff Center Cross of Christian Universalism, The off-center cross was invented in late 
April, 1946, in a hotel room in Akron, Ohio, during the Universalist General 
Assembly, where a number of Universalist ministers pooled their ideas. 

The circle, a traditional symbol of infinity because it has no beginning or end, represents 
the universe. The empty space at the center represents the mystery at the heart of the 
universe that people call “God.” The cross represents Christianity, out of which 
Universalism grew, and which is the path toward God that most religious people in North 
America are brought up to follow; but it is placed off-center, to leave room for other points 
of view and to acknowledge the validity of other paths toward God. 

This is the origin of the symbol; it is not necessarily what Christians mean when they refer 
to Christian Universalism, which entails ideas such as purgatorial hell and universal 
salvation. 



Crucifix 



Crucifix: A cross with a representation of Jesus body hanging from it. It is primarily used 
in Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, and Eastern Orthodox churches where the figure is 
painted, and it emphasizes Christ's sacrifice his death by crucifixion. 

he crucifix is a principal symbol for many groups of Christians, and one of the most 

T 

■ common forms of the Crucifixion in the arts. It is especially important in the Latin 
Church of the Catholic Church, but is also used in Eastern Orthodox and Eastern 
Catholic Churches, in Coptic, Armenian and other Oriental Orthodox churches, as well as 
in Methodist, Lutheran and Anglican churches, but less often in churches of other 
Protestant denominations, which prefer to use a cross without the figure of Jesus the 
corpus. The crucifix emphasizes Jesus' sacrifice his death by crucifixion, which Christians 
believe brought about the redemption of mankind. Most crucifixes portray Jesus on a Latin 
cross, rather than any other shape, such as a Tau cross or a Coptic cross. 
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Crosses as Emblems and Symbols 


Basque cross The Lauburu 



Used by doctors and veterinarians as an introduction on medical prescriptions in Denmark 
and Norway. It is read in nomine Dei and followed by “rp”: recipe 

he lauburu or Basque cross: “four heads” is a traditional Basque swastika with four 
^ ^ ^ comma-shaped heads. Today, it is a symbol of the Basque Country and the unity of 
the Basque people. It is also associated with Celtic peoples, most notably Galicians 
and Asturians. It can be constructed with a compass and straightedge, beginning with the 
formation of a square template; each head can be drawn from a neighboring vertex of this 
template with two compass settings, with one radius half the length of the other. 



The Sun cross or Bolgar Cross 



Iso known as the Bolgar cross, Sunwheel, solar cross or Woden's cross. Used in 
Europe since the Neolithic era and by ancient and contemporary Native American 
culture to represent respectively Neopagan beliefs and the great Medicine Wheel of 
life. It was used by the Bulgarian Tzars emperors as a symbol of the Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church. 

A sun cross also solar cross, wheel cross is the term for a symbol consisting of an 
equilateral cross inside a circle when considered as a solar symbol. 

The design is frequently found in the symbolism of prehistoric cultures, particularly during 
the Neolithic to Bronze Age periods of European prehistory. The symbol's ubiquity and 
apparent importance in prehistoric religion have given rise to its interpretation as a solar 
symbol, whence the modern English terms “sun cross” a caique of German Sonnenkreuz. 
The same symbol is in use as a modern astronomical symbol representing the Earth rather 
than the Sun. 




Swastika 



T he swastika is an equilateral cross with its arms bent at right angles, in either right- 
facing form or its mirrored left-facing form. The fylfot is a similar version. 

Archaeological evidence of swastika-shaped ornaments dates from the Neolithic period. It 
occurs mainly in the modern day culture of India, sometimes as a geometrical motif and 
sometimes as a religious symbol. It remains widely used in Eastern and Dharmic religions 
such as Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. Though once commonly used all over much of 
the world without stigma, because of its right-facing variant's iconic usage in National 
Socialist Germany, the symbol has become stigmatized in the Western world. 

The word swastika comes from the Sanskrit svastika, which means “good fortune” or 
“well-being.” To this day it is a sacred symbol in Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and 
Odinism. 
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Compass Rose 



ompass rose A compass rose, sometimes called a wind rose; is a figure on a 
compass, map, nautical chart or monument used to display the orientation of the 
cardinal directions and often appears as a cross tapering to triangular points. 

North, East, South, and West, were the intermediate points. It is also the term for the 
graduated markings found on the traditional magnetic compass. Today, the idea of a 
compass rose is found on, or featured in, almost all navigation systems, including nautical 
charts, non-directional beacons (NDB), VHF omnidirectional range (VOR) systems, global- 
positioning systems (GPS), and similar equipment. 




Crossed keys Symbol of the Papacy 



Crossed keys Symbol of the Papacy, is used in various emblems representing the keys to 
heaven. 

ross of Independence with Swords Poland. Crossed swords, the crossed swords 

P 

■ symbol is used to represent battlegrounds on maps. It is also used to show that 
person died in battle or that a war machine was lost in action. Two crossed swords 
also look like a Christian cross and the mixed symbolism has been used in military 
decorations. It is also a popular way to display swords on a wall often with a shield in the 
center 

In ecclesiastical heraldry, papal coats of arms those of individual popes and those of the 
Holy See and Vatican City State include an image of crossed keys to represent the 
metaphorical keys of the office of Saint Peter, the keys of heaven, or the keys of the 



kingdom of Heaven, that, according to Roman Catholic teaching, Jesus promised to Saint 


Peter, empowering him to take binding actions. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says to Peter, "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven - Matthew 16:19 

The keys of heaven or keys of Saint Peter are seen as a symbol of papal authority: “Behold 
he Peter received the keys of the kingdom of heaven, the power of binding and loosing is 
committed to him, the care of the whole Church and its government is given to him. 

Saint Peter is often depicted in Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox paintings and other 
artwork as holding a key or a set of keys. The general layout of St Peter's Basilica also is 
roughly key-shaped; evocative of the keys entrusted to Saint Peter. Since the 16th century a 
symbolical pair of keys is created for every pope and buried on death with him. 
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Four-leaf Clover 



Used as a symbol for luck as well as a stand in for a cross in various works. 

rosses frame this cube that appears to be hollow or solid and projected either inward 
or outward. A similar design was photographed in a crop circle. This design can be 
made by repeating the central hexagon outward once on all six sides then erasing 
some inner line segments and filling in the voids. 

The four-leaf clover is a rare variation of the common three-leaved clover. According to 
tradition, such leaves bring good luck to their finders, especially if found accidentally. In 
addition, each leaf is believed to represent something: the first is for faith, the second is for 
hope, the third is for love, and the fourth is for luck. 




Skull and Crossbones 



Skull and crossbones traditionally used to mark Spanish cemeteries; the symbol evolved to 

represent death/danger, poison, and pirates. 

skull and crossbones is a symbol consisting of a human skull and two long bones 
crossed together under the skull. The design originates in the Late Middle Ages as a 
symbol of death and especially as a memento mori on tombstones. 

The symbol originates with the medieval Danse Macabre symbolism. By the 15th century, 
the symbol had developed into its familiar form. It is used in military flags or insignia, 
expressing the recklessness or ferocity of the unit displaying it, since at least the 15th 
century and becomes associated with piracy in particular in the 18th. It came to be used 
specifically to mark the entrances of Spanish cemeteries. The use of the symbol to mark 
poison dates to the 19th century. 



Biblical descriptions about Cross 


Take up your Cross 

Calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, if anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me - Mark 8:34 



ost of the people would like to follow Jesus. But very few know the reality of that. 
M He gave the open invitation for the people to follow Him. To follow Him there 
were certain things to observe. The first thing, deny ourselves. Many people were 
failing here; they do not want to lose their identity in any means. Even the great servants of 
God failing here, they do the great publicity for themselves through all the ways, like the 
holdings with their pictures and in the television and in every way of the publicity. In the 
other way we can tell that they were focusing themselves more than God. People were also 
coming to see people only, not to see the God. If suppose God appears there on the stage, 
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people will go to God servant only, the problem here was the man of God do not denying 
him-self. 

The second thing and the important thing, they must carry their cross. It’s not possible for 
someone to carry the cross of Jesus, as He was crucified on that cross for entire mankind. 
Carry our cross means to crucify ourselves on the cross. Our self and the all kinds of 
spiritual and physical weakness to crucify on the cross, in the other way deny our self 
totally. People must see the Christ in us in all areas of the life. St. Paul gave the statement 
about his life like this, 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me - 

Galatians 2:20 

Coming to my life and ministry, I do the same way all times. Every day I pray to God to 
show him through my life to the people. I always tell people if you see any good in me that 
was the Jesus. God molded and made me into the situations, that to deny all of my abilities 
and education including the talents. I have faced the situation in my life to crucify myself 
on cross, to receive His mercy. Glory and the honor always belong to God. I personally 
came to know that we are the only vessels to reflect the God and His power to the people in 
our lives. St. Paul also mentioned in his letters many time about the fullness of Christ. 


Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ - Ephesians 4:13 
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Cross is the power of God 


For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God - 1 Corinthians 1:18 



his was the important point, many 
^ ^ ^ people were destroying because of 
the word of cross is folly for them. 
Here the salvation was the important 
point; everyone must have re-born 
experience. The great teacher Nicodemus 
was unable to know this simple fact. He 
came to Jesus for the clarification. Jesus 
explained to him about the realities of 
that. 


Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 

born again” - John 3:3 

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they 

are born of water and the Spirit - John 3:5 

When we have re-born experience, there we will receive the power of God. Once we had 
that experience, we will become the new creation. The Christ will only focus through our 
lives through the power of God. This was the great gift we have received through the cross. 




Eternal life through Cross 


God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 



od loves everyone; He showed love through the action. He gave the privilege to 
G mankind to enter into heaven through the cross. God’s love for us to enter into the 
eternal life, for this great gift the only thing we have to do is to believe in the 
begotten son. Most of the people think that blessing of the God means, needs of the present 
life such as comforts and luxuries. Unless we go through the cross experience, we will not 
know that these worldly things are not needed for us. The one and only thing that the 
mankind to think and to desire is only the eternal life that where we live for ever and ever 
with the Living God. The salvation is only in the name of Jesus; as He gave the blood for all 
the mankind to release them from their sins. When we were cleaned by the blood of Jesus, 
there the way will open for us to enter into the eternal life. 
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Crucifixion with Christ on Cross 


I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me - Galatians 2:20 



T his was an important thing in everyone’s life. We must have the experience of the 
crucifixion. The wheat seed must die to grow more in the life. 

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds - John 12:24 

This was an experience. Many people do not want to go through this experience. St. Paul 
giving the declaration through his life that he was dead and the living one in his life was the 
Jesus Christ. That made him to do the effective ministry in his life. Crucifixion with Christ 
on cross; it is very easy to say, but very difficult to experience. That experience only makes 
someone to live for the Living God. 



Unchanging even at Cross 

Save yourself, and come down from the cross - Mark 15:30 



S ome people do not change even they had the experience of cross in their lives. In the 
difficulties and troubles they blame the God. Instead of change, they blame others for 
their failures. The same thing took place at the cross. One of the thieves was blaming 
God and asking Him to come down from cross and save Himself They clam themselves that 
they are right in their sight. The scriptures are very clear on this matter. 

If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us - 1 

John 1:10 


The real knowledge was to know that, what we are. When we know what we are, there the 
situation will arise to find the way to live. When we are in the troubles and tribulations, 
there we need to check ourselves to come out from the situations around us. So the 
experience of the cross makes the way for us to the redemption. Let’s not act like the thief 
who was blaming Jesus with unchanging life. 



Love through Cross 


God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us - Romans 


5:8 



e can see love of God in the cross. If God do not love the people; the cross will not 
W arise in the life of Jesus Christ. With the great love and concern He came all the 
way from the heaven to crucify for entire mankind on the cross. That was the love 
of God. Even though people were away from God and denying Him as the savior, still He 
loved them and crucified on the cross for them. Some countries were closed the doors for 
the Gospel, even in that stage God loved them. Now such countries were open the doors for 
the Gospel. There were the situations that the Bible was smuggled to such countries. 
Coming to my life and ministry, my father was strong Hindu till twenty two years of his 
age. Jesus Christ loved him even though he was Hindu and worshipping the idols in the 
past. That great Love of God saved my father from all of his sins through the blood of 
Jesus which was shed on the cross. There we can see the love of God. 
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Take up cross to follow Jesus 


Whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me - Matthew 10:38 



We need to take up the cross to follow Jesus, let us see the Conversion of St. Paul. 

Saul’s Conversion: Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the 
Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, 
he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I 
am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; 
they heard the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three 
days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. In Damascus there was a disciple 
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named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come 
and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard 
many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in 
Jerusalem and he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call 
on your name.” But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show 
him how much he must suffer for my name.” Then Ananias went to the house and entered 
it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you 
on the road as you were coming here has sent me so that you may see again and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he 
could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 

strength - Acts 9:1-19 


“I will show him how much he must suffer for my name” 

his was the important statement from God towards St. Paul. He was called to the 
^ ^ ^ ministry to face the experience of sufferings. Coming to my life and ministry, I was 
in the impression about ministry, that we will have the maximum luxury life. This 
kind of thinking came to me due the watching the lives of so called God servants. But when 
I came to the full time ministry, there the troubles started. I have gone in to the deep 
troubles and trails. Then God spoke to me through the life of St. Paul. Then I was learned 
to bear the trails and troubles for sake of the ministry. That was the life of take up cross to 
follow Jesus. 
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Endured the Cross 


Looking to Jesus, the founder and Perfector of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God - Hebrews 12:2 



ndured the cross, this was an important experience for every child of God. We must go 

T? 

■ 1 .through this kind of experience, to have the perfect life which pleases God. When we 
face the shames and dishonors with troubles, there we will have opportunity to face 
the discouragement. I have seen some God servants left ministry when they faced the 
troubles. Some people think that ministry is the bed of roses. They get this impression by 
seeing the so called God servants who are enjoying the most luxury life. In my life and 
ministry, I have also faced this kind of experience. When I left my job at Ship Yard for the 
full time ministry, there the troubles were started in my life, Troubles through the financial 
needs for the life existence. There the point came to my life, as the challenge to endure the 
cross. There I was consoled by the Living God to stand to continue the ministry. 
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Humbleness through the Cross 


Being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross - Philippians 2:8 



n these days we don’t see the humbleness in God’s children mostly in the God’s 
^ servants. Some people were having blessings through the parents. They take up the 
ministry from the father, where the father made the good stage for him. When the 
person was so much blessed in the beginning days itself, it leads him to the pride. There the 
point of humbleness will not arise. Instead of humble himself, he expects other people must 
humble in front of him. This kind of experience comes due to the lack of the experience of 
cross. Coming to my life and ministry, God humbled me through the situations around me, 
like the poverty and needs for the life existence. I believe the troubles and trails only make 
someone to keep humbles. Some people forget the humbleness after getting the blessings. 
But the experience of the cross in the daily life only helps us to have the humbleness; there 
we will have the presence of God with us. 




Eternal life from Death 


The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord - 

Romans 6:23 



Sin leads someone to the death. God told Adam and Eve, do not eat the fruit, the day you 

eat it, you will die. 

You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it 

you will certainly die - Genesis 2:17 

hat happened here? What kind of death Adam and Eve faced? They were dead in the 
W spirit. They lost the body of glory. They were thrown out from the Garden of Eden. 

Sin enters into their lives. That sin led them to the death, as the scriptures said the 
wages of sin is death. Here we see the divine love and the plan of God to save the mankind, 
all the way from the heaven the Living God came to the earth in form of flesh and died for 
entire mankind on cross by shedding His blood. Through His blood we have received the 
forgiveness to the sins. Sins of mankind will be cleaned and forgiven in the blood of Jesus. 
Once our sins were forgiven then we have the way to enter into the eternal life. 



Cross to Paradise 


Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise - Luke 23:43 



ere we can see the love of God towards the human. As soon as thief on the cross 

H confessed his sins and requested Jesus to remember him in the eternal life, there and 
then Jesus told him that you will be with me; today in the paradise. 

Then he said, Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. Jesus answered him, 
truly I tell you; today you will be with me in paradise - Luke 23:42-43 

The thief was blessed with Cross to enter into the Paradise. It was the great privilege to 
him. Cross to Paradise, it can happen to anyone, when we accept the cross experience in the 
life. 
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No condemnation through Cross 


There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus - Romans 8:1 



here was no condemnation through cross. But very often we see the people condemn 

T 

■ each other. In the Indian philosophy there was man called Swami Vivekananda, he 
told that to call a sinner as the sinner; was the sin. Coming to the human lives the 
people, mostly the sinners will condemn the each other. We can see that in the illustration 
of the Pharisee and the tax collector prayer. 

Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people, 
robbers, evildoers, adulterers or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a 
tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this 
man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 
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themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted 

- Luke 18:10-14 


Here we see the condemnation. But there is no condemnation through cross. Jesus forgiven 
our sins and made us holy for Him; do not listen and take comments of this worldly people. 
They always condemn us for nothing. But in Jesus there is no condemnation through cross. 
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Good fruits through the Cross 


Every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit - Matthew 7:17 



H ere we see the illustration told by the Jesus Christ regarding the two types of the 
fruits that one is the good fruit and the other is the diseased. 

By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs 
from thistles? 

As the scriptures says there is no one good; every one gone away from God through their 
sins. 

All have turned away; they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, 

not even one - Romans 3:12 



How can we bear the good fruits? This will be possible only through the cross. St. Paul 


himself saying likes this, 

I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to 
me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them yet not I, but the grace of 

God that was with me - 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 

We can bear the good fruits only through the cross. Coming to my life and ministry, I was 
the wretched sinner. God saved me from all of my sins and made me as the new creation to 
bear good fruits for His glory. 



Refuge through the Cross 


Those who go to God Most High for safety will be protected by the Almighty. I will say to 
the Lord, You are my place of safety and protection. You are my God and I trust you. God 
will save you from hidden traps and from deadly diseases. He will cover you with his 
feathers, and under his wings you can hide. His truth will be your shield and protection. 
You will not fear any danger by night or an arrow during the day. You will not be afraid of 
diseases that come in the darker sickness that strikes at noon. At your side one thousand 
people may die, or even ten thousand right beside you, but you will not be hurt. You will 
only watch and see the wicked punish. The Lord is your protection; you have made God 
Most High your place of safety. Nothing bad will happen to you; no disaster will come to 
your home. He has put his angels in charge of you to watch over you wherever you go. They 
will catch you in their hands so that you will not hit your foot on a rock. You will walk on 
lions and cobras; you will step on strong lions and snakes. The Lord says, “Whoever loves 
me, I will save. I will protect those who know me. They will call to me, and I will answer 
them. I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue them and honor them. I will give them a 
long, full life, and they will see how I can save - Psalm 91:1-16 
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hen we become helpless or thrown into the troubles, there was the refuge in cross. 

W There were many experiences like this in my and life and ministry. I was the 
refuge son and refuged brother, same time refuged by the community. I felt many 
times in my life that I was alone. But in every situation I had the refuge through the cross. 

Refuge through the cross means redemption from experiences like cross in the life. There 
we will get the refuge from God. Lot of people were miss leading here, they want the refuge 
but not though the cross. The scriptures were very clear for this. 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, bwel have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also contained access by faith into this grace din 
which we stand, and ewe rejoices in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly, For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 
to die but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by 
him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life? 

More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation - Romans 5:1-11 

We will have the Refuge through the cross only. I have experienced this in my life 

practically. 

“ 1 
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Canceling the record of debt on Cross 


By canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands, this he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross - Colossians 2:14 



here will be the record for everyone, the good or 

T bad deeds. For good deeds you will receive the 
eternal life, for bad deeds, you need to reap the 
death. Coming to the cross, He bore all of our sins on the 
cross to redeem us. Coming to the scriptures we can see 
how God is forgiving our sins. 


I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my 
own sake, and remembers your sins no more - Isaiah 

43:25 

I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their 
sins no more - Hebrews 8:12 


God is canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands, this He set 
aside, nailing it to the cross. 

This was the great experience. Coming to my life and experience, my wife always says 
that how God forgiven my sins and made me holy for the sake of His ministry. She knows 
all of my past life, how I was lived as the worldly person. When I accepted Jesus Christ as 
my personal savior, from that day onwards, God made me as the new creation and forgiven 
all of my sins and not remember them anymore. It can happen to anyone, when they turn 
towards the Living God. 
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Bear your own Cross 


Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple - Luke 

14:27 

T he term disciple is derived from the 
Koine Greek word mathetes, which 
means a pupil of a teacher or an 
apprentice to a master craftsman, coming to 
English by way of the Latin discipulus 
meaning a learner while the more common 
English word is student. A disciple is 
different from an apostle, which instead 
means a messenger. While a disciple is one 
who learns from a teacher, an apostle is one 
sent to deliver those teachings or a message. 

In Christianity, the term disciple primarily refers to students of Jesus and is found in the 
New Testament only in the Gospels and Acts. The New Testament records many followers 
of Jesus during his ministry, but only some became disciples. Some disciples were given a 
mission, such as the Little Commission, the commission of the 70 in Luke's gospel, the 
Great Commission after the resurrection of Jesus, or the conversion of Paul, making them 
Apostles, charged with proclaiming the Good News or Gospel to the world. Jesus 
emphasized that being his disciples would be costly. To become the disciple of Jesus Christ, 
we need to bear our own cross. It means not make a cross and carry. Go into the experience 
of cross, bear any kind of the troubles or the pressures for the sake of the Gospel. 



Summation through the experience of Cross 


Submit Yourselves to God: What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t 
they come from your desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you 
kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not 
have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity 
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an 
enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs 
for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? But he gives us more grace. That is why 
Scripture say: God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble. Submit 
yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God 
and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and 
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up Brothers 
and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister 
or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are 
not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the 
one who is able to save and destroy. But you who are you to judge your neighbor? 
Boasting About Tomorrow: Now listen, who say today or tomorrow we will go to 
this or that city spend a year there carry on business and make money. Why, you do 
not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 






appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, if it is the Lord’s 
will, we will live and do this or that. As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All 
such boasting is evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do 

it, it is sin for them - James 4:1-17 



he experience of cross process of adding things together, we can learn every kind of 
the practical lessons thorough the experience of the cross. Coming to my life and 
ministry, I have learned every lesion through the experience of the cross. That 
experience made me strong to live for the Living God. 
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God gave his only Son to Cross 


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life - 

John 3:14 - 16 



od gave His begotten son to the cross to crucify for the salvation of the entire 

P 

■ -w- mankind. This was the great love of God towards the mankind. But the people are 
not realizing to accepting Him as the personal savior. 


He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him - John 1:11 

There was the rejection till today. People were unable to know their savior and His love 
which leads them to the eternal life. They need to believe in Him with all their full heart 
and soul. God showed His great love towards the entire mankind, by giving His only son to 
the cross. 
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Born again through the Cross 


Jesus Teaches Nicodemus: Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who 
was a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs 
you are doing if God were not with him. Jesus replied, Very truly I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God unless they are born again. How can someone be born when they are 
old? Nicodemus asked. Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to 
be born. Jesus answered, Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, you must be born again. The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it 
is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. How can this be? Nicodemus asked. You 
are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? Very truly I tell 
you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do 
not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; 
how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven he Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because 
they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has 
come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 
evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that 
their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it 
may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
John Testifies Again About Jesus: After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the 
Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. Now John also 
was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were 





coming and being baptized. (This was before John was put in prison.) An argument 
developed between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of 
ceremonial washing. They came to John and said to him, Rabbi, that man who was with 
you on the other side of the Jordan the one you testified about look, he is baptizing, and 
everyone is going to him. To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given 
them from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said I am not the Messiah but am sent 
ahead of him. The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom 
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy 
is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. The one who 
comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and 
speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to 
what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted it has 
certified that God is truthful. For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 
God[i] gives the Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in 
his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for God’s wrath remains on them - John 3:1-36 
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orn again through the cross, this was great gift of God to the mankind. Unless we 
have this experience, we cannot become the children of God. This experience also 
makes us as the new creation. 


Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come - 2 Corinthians 5:17 


Many God servants are falling in their ministries, because they do not have this experience. 
We can see that in the life of Nicodemus. He was the aged and experienced person without 
the re-born experience. We will have this experience through the cross. The blood of Jesus 
only can save us from our sins. That was the experience of born again. We have born from 
the mother’s womb that was the first birth. The born again experience, accepting Jesus as 
our personal savior, born by the spirit and the water, will lead you to the eternal life. This 
was the second birth. When we have the second birth, we will not face the second death, 
which was mentioned in the Revelation chapter twenty one verse eight. 

But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who 
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars they will be consigned to the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. This is the second death - Revelation 21:8 


God made the way for the mankind to have the born again gift through the cross. 
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Bore our sins on Cross 


He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed - 1 Peter 2:24 



esus Christ Bore our sins on cross to live as holy and righteous for Him. He gave the 
healing also through this. The religions on face of the earth told many things. Some 
religions teach to live good life and some taught service to the men is the service to 
God. Some religion teaches to punish the people for their sins. They kill the people who 
committed the sin after the prayer to their God. Some religion teaches that the God came 
to destroy the sinners and save the righteous people. 


As the matter of fact human were the sinners by birth. If the God kills the people for their 
sins, we do not found any people on face of the earth. Here we have the great God; Jesus 
Christ who crucified on cross for the mankind to Bore their sins on cross. 
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Carry the Cross Daily 


Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and 

follow me - Luke 9:23 



esus Christ was experienced the cross for one time for the redemption of the entire 
mankind from their sins. But when it comes to our lives, we need to carry the cross 
daily. It’s not that to make cross and carry on solders daily. Some communities do this 
kind of things on the day of Good Friday. They make a wooden cross and carry in front of 
people, by feeling as if they are crucifying on cross for the entire mankind. Jesus on cross 
was for entire mankind; here we are not talking about that. Here we are talking about our 
cross to carry daily. It means to humble your-self and also to bear the troubles and the 
problems to stand for Jesus in our daily lives. When you live in every situation as the child 
of the Living God, there it will be applicable to you that you are carrying the cross daily. 
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Message of Cross Means 


For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God - 1 Corinthians 1:18 

were taking as the foolishness, 
because they are running towards the 
destruction and the perishing. We 
experience this in our poetry every day 
as is the dominated by the Hindus. When 
we share about the message of Jesus with 
them they look towards as fools. We can 

Noah started building the ark when he was 480-years old. The Bible tells us in 

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his 
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 

keeping with faith - Hebrews 11:7 

Noah moved with fear, by faith Noah, being warned. God has warned that billions of 
people will be horrifyingly tormented and killed. Yet, no one is listening today, just as back 
in the time of Noah. God will not be mocked. But to us who are being saved, it is the power 
of God. Even in these days there are many who accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
savior. For such people it was the power. By the grace of the Living God, I have enjoyed 
that power of God in my life. 






Sufferings to convict through Cross 



For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit - 1 Peter 3:18 

hrist suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God. In these great 
sufferings He was put to death in the body 
but made alive in the Spirit. Jesus gave 
himself to crucifixion to death in the body 
and he is alive in the body. His sufferings 
will change our lives to righteousness. 
Sometimes we feel that we are doing 
things on our own to become the 
righteous, but that will called as the self- 
righteousness. Many were failing in their spiritual lives because of this nature. We must 
remember that He was suffered to make us the righteous. As Jesus went through the 
sufferings of cross, we need to go in the same path to have the rightness life. This was the 
gift of the Living God. The scriptures also very clear in this, 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness - 1 John 1:9 


This great gift of convict as the rightness through the sufferings, were only possible 
through the cross. 



Nailing on the Cross 


This man was handed over to you by God's deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, 
with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross - Acts 2:23 


N ailing Jesus to the cross was done by 
the wicked men. But it was not 
possible to the death to keep hold on 

him. 

But God raised him from the dead, 
freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to 
keep its hold on him - Acts 2:24 

As Jesus said the world rejected me, it will 
also reject you. Same way it was crucified 
Jesus, it also do that for you. 



If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first - John 15:18 


As Jesus was protected by the father and came to the life from the death, it will also happen 
for the people who believe in Him and in His resurrection power. 
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Self to be crucified with Him 


We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin - Romans 6:6 

Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have 
put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the 

One who created him - Colossians 3:9-10 


In reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being 
corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in 
righteousness and holiness of the truth - Ephesians 4:22-24 




ost of the children and the servants of God failing here, they accept Jesus as their 
M personal savior and do every work of God, most of the time according to their will 
and wish. Due to this kind of the spirit they are facing the failures in their life; some 
brings the bad name to the Living God. Old self should go away from us. As long as we 
have that we cannot fulfill the plans of God in our lives. Some people were good for some 
extent, when the situations were not favor to them, then the old self will come out to do the 
evil. Where this old self will go away from the people? This can be possible only through 
the cross. That what St. Paul expanding through his life. Coming to my life and the 
ministry, in the early days of my spiritual life after accepting Jesus as the personal savior in 
the year 1972, 1 have face this kind of experiences many times. Sometimes the old self came 
out and made lot of evil, but in every situation of that, God protected me and helped me to 
come out from such things. One and only thing was there to change us was the cross 
experience. I can tell from the bottom of heart that cross experience led me to come out 
from the old self and live holy for the holy God till now, and also hoping that He will 
continue to live till the last breath on face of the earth. 
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Women at Cross 



Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene - John 19:25 

omen roll was very important at the 

W~ 

apostles must be there at the cross by 
that time, but all the great apostles were ran 
away from Jesus. Coming to the Peter, he 
denied Jesus. Here we can see the braveness of 
the women; they came and stood close to Jesus. 
They have not worried about the solders and 
also the king’s orders. We can see this at the 


time of resurrection also. The women believed in 
the words of Jesus, and they went to the toms to find the Jesus body. So called the apostles 
and the great men who followed Jesus was not there, Women were strong and brave, they 
can do anything accurately and effectively without any fear. That was the reason the 
scriptures says about the women like this. 


The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down 

- Proverbs 14:1 


Jesus turned and said to them, Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children - Luke 23:28 


Hymn to a Good Wife: A good woman is hard to find, and worth far more than diamonds. 
Her husband trusts her without reserve, and never has reason to regret it. Never spiteful, 
she treats him generously all her life long. She shops around for the best yarns and cottons, 
and enjoys knitting and sewing. She’s like a trading ship that sails to faraway places and 
brings back exotic surprises. She’s up before dawn, preparing breakfast for her family and 
organizing her day. She looks over a field and buys it, then, with money she’s put aside, 
plants a garden. First thing in the morning, she dresses for work, rolls up her sleeves, 
eager to get started. She senses the worth of her work, is in no hurry to call it quits for the 
day. She’s skilled in the crafts of home and hearth, diligent in homemaking. She’s quick to 
assist anyone in need, reaches out to help the poor. She doesn’t worry about her family 
when it snows; their winter clothes are all mended and ready to wear. She makes her own 
clothing, and dresses in colorful linens and silks. Her husband is greatly respected when he 
deliberates with the city fathers. She designs gowns and sells them, brings the sweaters she 
knits to the dress shops. Her clothes are well-made and elegant, and she always faces 
tomorrow with a smile. When she speaks she has something worthwhile to say, and she 
always says it kindly. She keeps an eye on everyone in her household, and keeps them all 
busy and productive. Her children respect and bless her; her husband joins in with words 
of praise: “Many women have done wonderful things, but you’ve outclassed them all!” 
Charm can mislead and beauty soon fades. The woman to be admired and praised is the 
woman who lives in the Fear-of-God. Give her everything she deserves! Festoon her life 

with praises - Proverbs 31:20-31 


Women roll is very important in the house and church. Every church around the globe 
filled women only, say the women number will be more in church. Coming to our life and 
ministry, our all thirty five evangelists are the women. Coming to the Sunday school 
teachers among the thirty five teachers thirty were the girls only. Women have the 
importance in everywhere in the world, that they have shown at the cross also. 
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Boast in the Cross 


May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world - Galatians 6:14 



his was the great experience in the life of 
T *• Pa "'' ^ was the very ferocious man. 

The experience of the cross made him 
humble and also the new creation. He came to 
know through that experience, that he was 
nothing, and there was nothing to boast 
himself in anything. When we go through the 
experience of the cross, then we will boast in 
the cross only, because of that he was crucified 
for the world and its deeds. In these days we 
can found many God servants who boast themselves more than the God. They do not 
glorify the God. That was the reason making them to fall and destroy. Coming to the 
Herod’s Death, he was destroyed by the pride and self-boasts. 


And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, 
and he was eaten by worms and died - Acts 12:23 

Coming to my life and ministry, God taught the things in the practical way. I was the 
proved person. I use to boast myself more and more, where I was nothing actually. God 
humbled me through the experience of the cross. Then I was learned and started to boast in 
the cross only. That experience mad me so strong in the Living God. 
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Legal indebtedness nailing to the Cross 


Having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross - Colossians 2:14 



esus canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness; which stood against us and 
I condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. Lot of people do not know 
this fact that Jesus already forgotten our legal indebtedness. Satan and his children 
come around us and tell all times that our legal indebtedness not forgiven. That was the 
reason for the people who listen to Satan, to go away from the living God. This kind of life 
takes someone to the worldly life again. Some people lives in the same old life due to this. 
The scriptures say very clearly that God will never remember our sins any more. 
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I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your 

sins no more - Isaiah 43:25 


Coming to my life and ministry, I have faced this kind of things in my life. I lived in the 
worldly life before accepting the Jesus Christ as my personal savior. Cried and prayed for 
the forgivingness to all of my sins in the life. The great God forgiven all of my sins made me 
holy the righteous in His sights. 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness - 1 John 1:9 


There were some evil people around me like the blood relatives and the other near, always 
try to discourage me in the spiritual life by saying your sins were not forgiven and God will 
punish you. As I was walking with God in daily life, I was not disappointed any time due to 
the Holy Ghost protection and guidance. 


Do not discourage in your life any time for this kind of reasons. Once God forgiven your 
sins, that’s it, you are there with Him and live for Him throughout your life as He wishes us 
live for Him. 




Peace through the Cross 


Through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross - Colossians 1:20 

eace in the very important thing in human 

p 1 " 1 " 

J the peace. I know one great man in the 
America he was the deacon of the Baptist 
church and do good in preaching. I was 
happened to stay in his house for some time in 
my visits. He was very good in the day times, 
when the night comes he use to keep the wine 
bottles in front of him and drink and drink till 
he goes to unconsciousness. One fine day when 
we are travelling together going to the church, I questioned him what’s the wrong with him 
in the nights with wine. He said that he was in the war field for some time in his life; during 
the war he killed many people. In the evening time those killed persons were coming front 
of me, to forget and to have the peace I am taking the wine every night. 

Here we can see that was the wrong notion that wine gives him the peace. In these days 
many people are doing this. That kind of nature leads them to the destruction. 



The real peace will come through the cross. When we go to the cross for the salvation, it 
leads us to the peaceful life. I have experienced this in my personal life. That peace led me 
to the deep spiritual life with strong spirit and the physic. 



Forced to carry the Cross 


As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from 
the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus- Luke 23:26 



imon from Cyrene was 

C 

forced to carry the cross 
behind Jesus. We can say 
this was a privilege for him. 

Coming to our lives it will happen 
for the good and also to lead us to 
the deep spiritual life. Sometimes 
we do not understand why the 
things are going wrong around us. 

If we watch in the family or in the church, someone will face this kind of experience in 
sometimes, may be the head of the family or the pastors of the church carry the cross of 
others for their spiritual edification and the growth. There we can say that we will be 
forced to carry the cross. In this we can see the concern towards the people and the near 
and dear. 


I had this kind of experiences in many times. There were situations that I was crushed with 
the cross experience for the sake of the other people. Those may be the near and sear or the 
church members. I feel happy in such experience, because in that time I remember the pain 
the Jesus took for me on the cross which led me to this life. 
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Forcible death on Cross 


Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because 
the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they 
asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down - John 19:31 

And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall 
be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which 
every man must eat, that only may be done of you - Exodus 12:16 

His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that 
day; for he that is hanged is accused of God; that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD 
thy God gives thee for an inheritance - Deuteronomy 21:23 



he Jewish leaders did not want 
the bodies left on crosses 
during the Sabbath. Jews 
observe the Sabbath as the holy day. 
They believe the people who were on 
the cross were the cursed people, and 
also they should not be on the cross 
during the day of holy which they 
were called as the Sabbath. In the 
days of their four fathers also they did 
the same way that we can see in the 
above scriptures. 
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Public spectacle by the Cross 


Having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross - Colossians 2:15 



n the days of Jesus they use to crucify the people on side of the high ways for spectacle. 
^Jln the other side they also use to keep the people on the cross at the high ways to make 
the people to know how the punishments will be there. The scriptures also mention this 
for the spectacle for the sake of the spiritual focusing. In the day of Nero, he did these 
things to make the public entertainment. He used to kill the people in the public arenas 
where the people use to watches as the entertainment. When it comes to the followers of 
Christ, it also happens likewise. Coming to my life and the ministry, many times I myself 
faced these kind situations to stand as the strong vessel for the living God. 
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Carrying his own Cross 


Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull which in Aramaic is called 

Golgotha - John 19:17 


arrying the own cross means not to 

c-..-— - 

cross in the life experiences. Nobody 
can carry the cross of Jesus Christ as it was 
the cross for entire mankind. It was heavy 
and no human can carry that. Here the own 
cross means the daily problems and the bad 
experiences with the people, mostly from the 
family members. I know some pastors who 
had the evil wives, for them it was the cross 
of their own every day. It was really not 
heavy but part and parcel painful thing which make the person humble and the meek. 

Coming to my life and experience, this was the daily process for me. I must carry my own 
cross every day. As I have the large church members, every day I use to face problem with 
someone for the necessary and also un-necessary. I really love this kind of experience as 
that makes me so strong in the prayer life. I feel it’s good for the God’s children to carry 
their own cross daily. 
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Raising from the Cross 


The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead whom you killed by hanging him on a 

cross - Acts 5:30 



ere the truth was that the Jesus Christ came to crucify on the cross for mankind. 
H Same time He was raised from the cross through the father. Here the father and the 
son and the Holy Ghost are one. So father raised him from the cross means He 
himself raised from the cross and made the way for the entire mankind to have the same 
experience. That was the resurrection. 

Coming to the lives of the children of God, they were going through the tribulation and also 
death. In those situations God will raise from that death with His resurrection power, 
which made them the stand for the living God. 
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Cross emptied of its Power 


Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel - not with wisdom and 
eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power - 1 Corinthians 1:17 



ere St. Paul giving his explanation regarding the mission God has given to him. 
H Sometimes the servants of God missed their vision by adopting the unwanted 
methods. Here it was very clear that lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 
The power of cross was the salvation, which keeps men away from evil and way of the 
world. Turn the person totally towards the living God to reach the eternal life. Lot of 
people were emptied the power cross due to Misinterpreting of scriptures in their own way 
for the personal benefits. Here the message of St. Paul not only for the church in 
Corinthian, but also to entire mankind. 


Avoid being persecuted for the Cross 


Those who want to impress others by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be 
circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of 

Christ - Galatians 6:12 

ost of the people are trying to 

M impress others by means of the flesh 
are trying to compel you to be 
circumcised. They are doing this to 
avoid being persecuted for the cross of 
Christ. If every Christian have the 
experience of cross and being persecuted 
for it, they can be the real people that who 
can present the Christ through their lives. 

If every Christian have this kind of life, the 
whole world could became Christian world 
long time back. Most of the people were living in the way of impress others. When we try to 
please people there we fail in the spiritual life, for that St. Paul gave the statement like this 
through his life experience. 

Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please 
people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ - Galatians 

1:10 

Let us not avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. There we can present the Christ 
to the whole mankind through our lives. Christianity is the practical life to show the Christ 
in our lives. Unless we go through the experience of the cross, we cannot be the real 
Christians. The experience of the cross brings the people to Christ. 






Reconcile through the Cross 


In one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death 

their hostility - Ephesians 2:16 



econcile through the cross; through the cross he put to death their hostility. 
R Through the cross only we will have reconcile. The experience of the cross helps you 
to put death to the hostility. There is a saying that we will be like “I” ( “I” stands for 
self) as long we keep the self-pride and the self-style of life. The “I” must bend like “C” 
(“C” stands for the Christ). 

It says that we must bend in the life, say surrender to Christ totally, then you will become 
like “C” (Christ). 

When we have the Christlikeness, there we will have one body to reconcile both of them to 
God through the cross. 
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Come down from the Cross 


Saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! 
Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!" In the same way the chief priests, 
the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him - Matthew 27:40 - 41 



esus Christ came all the way from heaven to crucify for mankind to save them from 
their sins. This was the great project of God to save entire mankind. Satan tried in 
every means to stop that. The mocking of these people was the part of the Satan 
project. It was also happened in the deferent way through the Peter then Jesus said to him 
get behind me. 
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Jesus Predicts His Death: From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall 
never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns.” - Matthew 16:21-23 


The purpose of Jesus Christ was come to face of the earth to crucify. Stan used different 
people in different way by mocking to bring Jesus down from the cross by escaping the 
death. Jesus won the satanic tricks through his power. If Jesus does not die on the cross 
there is no salvation to entire mankind. 


Coming to the present world and nominal Christians, they were doing every evil and trying 
to demonstrate the power of God to mockers. There they are failing and bringing bad name 
to the Living God. We were called to face the troubles and tribulations for the sake of 
Jesus. When the mockers make the comment like, which they did to Jesus on cross. There 
we need to act in the proper way, how Jesus acted on cross. 


In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted - 2 

Timothy 3:12 

If someone tries to disturb us by saying, get out from the persecution with the power of 
God. There we need to show to them the purpose of our call to the ministry. 
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Crucifying the Son of God Again 


Who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance? To their loss they are crucifying 
the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace - Hebrews 6:6 



This was an important thing, which was 
taking place in the many Gods children and 
the servant’s lives. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
and the young men shall utterly fall - Isaiah 
40:30 

If you think you are standing firm, be 
careful that you don't fall - 1 Corinthians 
10:12 

There is every possibility for someone to 
fall. It’s not easy to keep the godliness. 
That’s way the scriptures said, exercise the 
godliness. 


Bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come - 1 Timothy 4:8 
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hen someone fall in the spiritual life there he was crucifying the Son of God again. 
W When I am writing this, I literally got tears and shouted a lot towards the Living 
God. There were the situations in my youth life, where I was fall. I suppose to go 
to the death in those situations. But the great God with His great love protected me and 
kept me on His path to live for His glory. That always made me to cry and say thanks to the 
living God, the way He loved me and protected me. I love my Jesus with all of my spirit and 
the body. Those experiences made me to live for Jesus or die for the Jesus. I have seen 
many people were failed totally in their lives and crucifying the Son of God again. 
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Cross to Tomb 



When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the 

cross and laid him in a tomb - Acts 13:29 


T his was the experience comes step by step, the experience of cross was an important to 
the believer. After that cross experience the body of Jesus went into the tomb. This 
was happened to Jesus according to the fulfillment prophesies. Unless the body goes 
to the tomb, there will not be the raising from it. The one and only empty tomb was the 
tomb which was used for the Jesus. The resurrection of Jesus made us to rise from death to 
live with Him forever and ever. The cross experience and the going to the tomb and raise 
from the tomb was the proses of the spiritual life to enter into the eternal life to live with 
the living God for ever and ever. Unless the kernel of wheat dies, it will not give more seeds. 
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Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds - John 12:24 

Cross to the tomb were the process for the Christian to grow more and more in the 
spiritual life to live for the living God with the resurrection power. 


Insults on Cross 

Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 
believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him - Mark 15:32 
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he experience of the cross was the very different which make us the humble. Besides 

T 

■ the humbleness it also brings the insults. Here we see the people how they were 
insulting Jesus. When it happened to Jesus, it will certainly happen to us also. Jesus 
said that the world rejected me, it will also reject you. Lot of people in these days were in 
the thinking, the ministry is the bed of roses. We can watch this kind of ministries in these 
days. Some people are doing the ministry in the business way. They are making the money 
out of the ministry. To such kind of people cannot understand this. The insults make 
someone to grow more in the spiritual life. 

Coming to my life and ministry, the insults are common to us. We had enough cross 
experience, this was present continue process. The spirit of the God helping us to bear all 
kinds of the insults through the cross experience to stand for Him by carrying the good 
testimony. 



i / 
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Glory on Cross 


Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, 

THE KING OF THE JEWS - John 19:19 



hen we go through the experience of the cross and the insults, that experience leads 
W us to the glory. There was a saying “No pain; No gain”, when we love to go through 
the experience of the cross and the insults, the next stage was the glory. 

Coming to my life and ministry, I have enough experience in this. The cross experience was 
in the high level, also continues process in the life. Coming to the insults, they were more. 
At one point of my life, we think that we cannot go like this throughout the life? The 
experience of cross and the insults led me to experience of the glory. 
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The glory was here and also in the eternal life. For some people it may be in the eternal life 
only. But for me, God gave the privilege to see that glory here on face of the earth also. The 
people who rejected me are honoring me now. There I have seen the work of God and 
glory. Scriptures also mentioned about the glory. 

Present Suffering and Future Glory: I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us, for creation wait in eager expectation 
for children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its 
own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will 
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sons hip, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope 
at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, 
we wait for it patiently. In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. And we know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who[i] have been called according to 
his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 

glorified - Romans 8:18 - 30 
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Live as Enemies of the Cross 


As I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as 
enemies of the cross of Christ - Philippians 3:18 



his was the sad part in lives of the nominal Christians. This was happened in past 
^ ^ ^ and happening in the present days. This kind of things made St. Paul to cry. The 
same things happened to the God servants children in Bible history. We can see the 
Eli’s wicked children lives. 

Eli’s Wicked Sons: Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they had no regard for the Lord. Now it 
was the practice of the priests that, whenever any of the people offered a sacrifice, the 
priest’s servant would come with a three-pronged fork in his hand while the meat was 
being boiled and would plunge the fork into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot. Whatever 
the fork brought up the priest would take for Himself this is how they treated all the 




Israelites who came to Shiloh. But even before the fat was burned, the priest’s servant 
would come and say to the person who was sacrificing, “Give the priest some meat to roast; 
he won’t accept boiled meat from you, but only raw.” If the person said to him, “Let the fat 
be burned first, and then take whatever you want,” the servant would answer, “No, hand it 
over now; if you don’t, I’ll take it by force.” This sin of the young men was very great in the 
Lord’s sight, for they were treating the Lord’s offering with contempt. But Samuel was 
ministering before the Lord a boy wearing a linen ephod. Each year his mother made him a 
little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual 
sacrifice. Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the Lord give you children by 
this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the Lord.” Then they 
would go home. And the Lord was gracious to Hannah; she gave birth to three sons and 
two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord. Now Eli, 
who was very old, heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and how they 
slept with the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting. So he said to them, 
“Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked deeds of yours. 
No, my sons; the report I hear spreading among the Lord’s people is not good. If one 
person sins against another, God may mediate for the offender; but if anyone sins against 
the Lord, who will intercede for them?” His sons, however, did not listen to their father’s 
rebuke, for it was the Lord’s will to put them to death - 1 Samuel 2:12 - 25 

In the present days most of God servant’s children are falling in the worldly life and doing 
every evil to bring bad name to the living God. Other way they are acting like the enemies 
of cross. 
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Take up the cross to be Worthy 


Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me - Matthew 10:38 


T o become worthy in the God sites, 
we need to carry our cross. Lot of 
peoples are failing here. They 
want to be worthy in the sites of God, 
but they do not want to carry the cross. 
I know many people; they do good 
work with their talents. They think 
through their talents they can be the 
worthy in sites of God. When 
something happened wrong on their 
way regarding the self-respect or the self-pride, there they will break their temper and 
come out with their evilness. 

One great man uses to tell us like this, to know the realities of someone, make them anger. 
Then they will come out with their realities. I have seen many people like that in my life 
and ministry. Many will come to the church for self-glory and the positions in church. Once 
they come to know they were not achieving that, there they come out with their evilness 
and do any nonsense to disturb the church. Some time they blame the God servant with 
every evil allegation. The reason for all of this evil was, not to carry their own cross to live 
worthy in the sights of the Living God. 
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Killed by hanging to Cross 


We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a cross - Acts 10:39 


ross experience was the real 


experience to make someone to 


humble. When it comes to Jesus, He did 


every good for the people, healing to bodies 


and the most important thing of salvation, 


Coming-out from their sinful life to inherit 


the eternal life. The cross of Jesus is very 


different from the others cross including 


ours. We may not see that a good man dies 


for the bad man. It was the Jesus who died on 


cross for entire mankind. He gave the 


salvation free through His death on the cross. 



As for us, we cannot carry the cross of Jesus, but we can carry our own cross with the 


experiences of the cross to bring someone to the Living God. 


Old self Crucified 


For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin - Romans 6:6 

his was an important thing everyone life. 

T Everyone wants to serve the God in their 
own way and methods. They do not kill their 
old self. Also they try their best to implement 
their ideas with the old self. I have seen many 
people like this; they do good work for the church. 
As they are using their own self, they face the 
failures and also demerge the mission of God 
through their own self. 

Coming to my life and ministry, in the early days, I was like that. I thought I was the highly 
educated and talented person, mostly doing the ministry with my old self. At one point, 
there was the great trouble came to the ministry and also to the family. That was the point 
where I needed the help of Jesus to survive in the ministry and the life. I started crying for 
the rescue and the needful help. I was not getting any answer from God. After long prayers 
and the fasting, I heard the voice of God by saying that you are the most educated and the 
talented person, what I can do for you. I was cried a lot and said that my education and the 
talents were zero. I begged and looked for the power of God to recuse and survive in the 
life and ministry. There God told me very clearly to leave my own self and surrender as 
zero to Him. That was the turning point where God started to bless me both in the physical 



and the spiritual life. 



Boast about Cross 


May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world - Galatians 6:14 


Boasting; this was another problem with the people. They want to boast themselves for 
their talents and the importance. This was like great disease in the family and in church. 
Families and churches were disturbing because of this. If every person boast themselves 
and stand against to each other, that leads to the destruction. 

oming to the churches this was great problem. Some people were boasting 
themselves and do every non-science in the church for the disturbance and to the 


dividing. When our prayers were week, they win to do their evil. Due to this reason 
many churches were closed. Coming to my life and ministry, God molded me and made me 
according to His will and mission, as He taught me not to boast myself in any manner. He 
also taught me to boast myself in the cross. For that reason I was crucified to this world 
and its things. That made me to as the strong vessel for the living God. 
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Humbleness through Cross 


Being found in appearance as a human being, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

death even death on a cross - Philippians 2:8 


Humbleness: in these days we are not 
seeing this among the people, mostly 
with the young people. In the other 
side the scriptures are saying to the 
wives to be submissive to their 
husbands. We don’t see that also in 
the percent days. 

Children, obey your parents because 
you belong to the Lord, for this is the 
right thing to do - Ephesians 6:1 

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord - Ephesians 5:22 

Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are 
good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh - 1 Peter 2:18 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch 
over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no benefit to you - Hebrews 13:17 

n these we were unable to see the humbleness in any case. The one and only reason for that 
J was not having the experience of cross. The cross experience only leads someone to the 
humbleness. 




131 


Resurrection through Cross 


The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead - whom you killed by hanging him on 

a cross - Acts 5:30 



hen we were gone to the experience of the cross, there we also receive the power of 
W resurrection. Without the resurrection power we can do nothing. Lot of people does 
not want to die with their self and the pride also in other worldly attitudes. They do 
not want go to the cross. As long as they do not want to die on cross they cannot see the 
resurrection power. As the scripture says, we are the new creation in the Christ. Old things 
were passed away and everything became new. The newness was called as the resurrection. 
Christ showed this through His life, for us to get that resurrection power to live for His 
glory. 


Persecuted for the Cross 



Those who want to impress others by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be 
circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of 

Christ - Galatians 6:12 


ost of the people would like to impress others, that makes them to avoid the 
M persecution of the cross in their personal life. We were called to please God in 
every situation of our life. That kind of life leads for the experience of the cross. St. 
Paul also mentioned in the first chapter of Galatians verse ten like this, 

Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please 
people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ - Galatians 

1:10 

Pleasing people and pleasing God, pleasing God to become the servant of God. Becoming 
the servant of God means; inviting the persecution in the daily life. That was the experience 
of the cross to bear the persecution. 


Crucifying again and Again 


Who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance? To their loss they are crucifying 
the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace - Hebrews 6:6 



his kind of the things we see very often in the society, falling in the spiritual life. We 
' ^ ^ need to exercise the godly life every day. When we accept Jesus Christ as the personal 
savior, from that time onwards you are in the looks of Satan. He is moving like the 
roaring lion to destroy the children of God. 

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 

for someone to devour - 1 Peter 5:8 
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We need to be strong in the prayer life and also with the word of God. When we kneel 
down to pray, there the Satan will tremble. Prayer changes things. Most of the people do 
the prayers regularly during the early days of their accepting Jesus Christ as their personal 
savior. Gradually they will become week in the prayer life. When they become week in the 
prayer life there the problem starts. 

When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and 
does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the 
house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes with it seven other 
spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that 
person is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation - Matthew 

12:43-45 

Prayer and the word of God help someone to stand for God all times. When they become 
week in that, there the falling will takes place. When falling took place in the spiritual life 
there we knowingly crucify Jesus again and again. 



135 


Lifted up through the Cross 


The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain forever, 
so how can you say, "The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'? - John 

12:34 

L ifted up through the cross; The 
Son of Man must be lifted up. 

Jesus was lifted up through the 
cross. He did the great mission of God 
to save the mankind. The glory of 
Jesus increased more and more 
through the cross. He owned the lost 
children through the cross. The 
experience of the cross of Jesus Christ was not easy. Satan has the confidence that any time 
Jesus may fail to carry the cross. We can watch the prayer of Jesus at the garden of 
gethsemane at the time of His lost day on the face of the earth in the flesh. 

Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done - Luke 

22:42 

Here Jesus has to take up every human sin on Him; that was not easy thing. That was the 
hard and the difficult time in the Jesus Christ life in the flesh. Here He was also teaching us 
to surrender to the will of God. As He was surrender for the great mission of God, there He 
was lifted up. This was not only for the Jesus Christ but also for us, if we surrender for the 
will of God to carry the cross and the pain of that, there we will also be lifted up with Jesus 
Christ in His glory. 
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Worthy to carry Cross 


Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me - Matthew 10:38 


ot of people wants to follow 
^ Jesus by thing it was profitable 
to live on the face of the earth. 

Constant friction between people of 
corrupt mind, who have been 
robbed of the truth and who think 
that godliness is a means to 
financial gain - 1 Timothy 6:5 

They do not want to carry the 
cross; but in the name of cross they 
want make the materialistic benefits. For such people it’s not worthy to follow Jesus. To 
follow Jesus Christ one must carry the cross; cross of his own. 

When we take up the cross, there we had the experience which leads us into the deep faith 
life, which will be the worthy to follow Jesus. Worthy to carry cross means; inviting the 
tribulations and the trails in the daily life. When we love to live for Jesus Christ; then this 
world will not be worthy for us. When the world is not worthy for us, there we will be 
worthy to follow Jesus Christ. 
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Witness hanging on Cross 


We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a cross- Acts 10:39 



I t was the great witness on the cross. The people and mostly the soldiers were observing 
what’s happening on the cross. 

The centurion in the presence of the Cross was a man of authority, and he had soldiers 
under him. He was a man of law, of order, of discipline, of duty, and from that standpoint 
of life he had watched the dying man until at last, he said “Truly this was a Son of God.” 

The centurion felt that they killed the son of God. He witnessed that the Jesus Christ was 
the God and accepted Him as his savior and the Lord. He took the robe of the Jesus and 
through that robe many accepted Jesus Christ as their personal savior. 

Same time the people around the cross also witnessed the power and the purpose of the 
Living God on the cross. 
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Cross and its Power 


Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel - not with wisdom and 
eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power - 1 Corinthians 1:17 



Cross and its power: behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after 
his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion 
and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took 
place, they were tilled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” - Matthew 27:51 

-54 

e were bound to do ministry with the power of the cross. Preaching without the 
W power of cross was nothing. Same time do anything in the ministry say baptisms 
or any others thing must carry with the power of cross. The power of cross helps 
us to win the worldly temptations and also helps us to demonstrate the power of God in our 
personal lives. 
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Some Heroes of Cross in the Bible 


hile we go through this chapter, we must keep in mind that Father, Son and the 
W Holy Ghost are one. Lot of people was not aware of the trinity, Due to the spiritual 
illiteracy some are following father, some are following son and some are following 
the Holy Ghost. If we go through the book of Genesis first chapter, there we can see the 
trinity. The father, son and the Holy Ghost were there from the beginning, also they are 
one. They worked in the different times in the different rolls. Father period till Jesus was 
born, then the son’s period for thirty three and half years. Now we are in the period of the 
Holy Ghost. They worked in the different periods in the different positions, but they are 
one from the beginning. So when we are discussing about the Old Testament heroes of the 
cross, do not think that cross came into the light after the Jesus Christ crucifixion. 


Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, [a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground - Genesis 1:26 




Little David (stopping Goliath) 



D avid and Goliath: Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at 
Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. 
Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up 
their battle line to meet the Philistines. The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites 
another, with the valley between them. A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, 
came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span. He had a bronze 
helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels 
on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. His spear 
shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield 
bearer went ahead of him. Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you 
come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of 
Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. If he is able to fight and kill me, we 
will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects 


and serve us.” Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a 
man and let us fight each other.” On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the 
Israelites were dismayed and terrified. Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named 
Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was 
very old. Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was Eliab; 
the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. David was the youngest. The three oldest 
followed Saul, but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at 
Bethlehem. 


For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand. 
Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten loaves of 
bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. Take along these ten cheeses to the 
commander of their unit. See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance from 
them. They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah, fighting against 
the Philistines.” Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded 
up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its 
battle positions, shouting the war cry. Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines 
facing each other. David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines 
and asked his brothers how they were. As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine 
champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David 
heard it. Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear. Now the 
Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to 
defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him 
his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” David asked the 
men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and 
removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy 
the armies of the living God?” They repeated to him what they had been saying and told 
him, “This is what will be done for the man who kills him.” 

When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with 
anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave 
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those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your 
heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.” “Now what have I done?” said David. 
“Can’t I even speak?” He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same 
matter, and the men answered him as before. What David said was overheard and reported 
to Saul, and Saul sent for him. David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this 
Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” Saul replied, “You are not able to go out 
against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior 
from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. 
When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it 
and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck 
it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised 
Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The 
Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from 
the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” Then Saul 
dressed David in his own tunic. 


He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. David fastened on his 
sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot 
go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. Then he 
took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch 
of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. Meanwhile, 
the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. He looked 
David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, 
and he despised him. He said to David, “Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks?” And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to 
the birds and the wild animals!” David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with 
sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into 
my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the 
carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will 
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know that there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword 
or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our 
hands.” As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle 
line to meet him. 


Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the 
forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. So David 
triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he 
struck down the Philistine and killed him. David ran and stood over him. He took hold of 
the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head 
with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 
Then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines 
to the entrance of Gath and to the gates of Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the 
Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron. When the Israelites returned from chasing the 
Philistines, they plundered their camp. David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to 
Jerusalem; he put the Philistine’s weapons in his own tent. As Saul watched David going 
out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is 
that young man?” Abner replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” The 
king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.” As soon as David returned from killing 
the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul, with David still holding the 
Philistine’s head. “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. David said, “I am the 
son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem” - 1 Samuel 17 


Here we see the little David was became the hero by standing for the God’s work through 
him. It’s not the David power killed the Goliath. It was the power of God. There the work 
of God to save the Israelites from the enemy, the proses of the work for the salvation of 
God’s children. Save the God’s children from the enemy. 
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Moses 


I Will Sing to the Lord, Moses Shows Us 



The Song of Moses and Miriam: Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both horse and driver he has hurled into 
the sea. “The Lord is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation. He is my 
God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior; 
the Lord is his name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. The best 
of Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the Red Sea. The deep waters have covered them; 
they sank to the depths like a stone. Your right hand, Lord, was majestic in power. Your 
right hand, Lord, shattered the enemy. “In the greatness of your majesty you threw down 
those who opposed you. You unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like stubble. 
By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters stood up like a wall; 


the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy boasted, ‘I will pursue, I will 
overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them. I will draw my sword 


and my hand will destroy them.’ But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them. 
They sank like lead in the mighty waters. Who among the gods is like you, Lord? Who is 
like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? “You stretch out your 
right hand, and the earth swallows your enemies. In your unfailing love you will lead the 
people you have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. The 
nations will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia. The chiefs of Edom 
will be terrified, the leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan 
will melt away; terror and dread will fall on them. By the power of your arm they will be as 
still as a stone, until your people pass by, Lord, until the people you bought[d] pass by. 
You will bring them in and plant them on the mountain of your inheritance the place, 
Lord, you made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, Lord, your hands established. “The Lord 
reigns for ever and ever.” When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and horsemen went into the 
sea, the Lord brought the waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked 
through the sea on dry ground. Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in 
her hand, and all the women followed her, with timbrels and dancing. Miriam sang to 
them: Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both horse and driver he has hurled into 
the sea - Exodus 15: 1-21 

ere we see the word Moses mentioned, “The Lord is my strength and my defense; he 
H has become my salvation” God saved the Israelites from every trouble and the 

huddles. The way God saved Israelites from red sea was the great salvation for 
them. God led them in every situation by saving them. 




Samson 


God Is Our Refuge. Samson Brings Down the House 



The Death of Samson: Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice 
to Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, 
into our hands.” When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has 
delivered our enemy into our hands, the one who laid waste our land and multiplied our 
slain.” While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” 
So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them. When they stood him 
among the pillars, Samson said to the servant who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel 
the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.” Now the temple was 
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crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof 


were about three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. Then Samson 
prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once 
more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” Then 
Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself 
against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, Samson said, “Let 
me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple 
on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he 
lived. Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They brought 
him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He 
had led Israel twenty years - Judges 16: 23 - 31 


his was the deferent story; many God servants are failing in this kind of temptations. 
' ^ ^ The lust was playing the main roll from the beginning. Many God servants fall 
through that. It was happened to Samson also. He was disobeyed to the God’s plans 
and the proposals through the lusty weakness. God was great all times. He was the all 
mighty God. He loves people and does the works through the people for His glory. Even- 
though we are worthless, He uses as the worth full. It was happed in the life of Samson also. 
God saved his children through the Samson’s power given by God, even in the last stage of 
his life to kill the Philistines. He was killed many more people when he died, than while he 
was lived. 



Shed rack/Meshach/Abednego 


Trust in the Lord. Four in the Fire 



The Image of Gold and the Blazing Furnace: King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, 
sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of 
Babylon. He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, 
magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he 
had set up. So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates 
and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. Then the herald loudly proclaimed, 
“Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: As soon as 
you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you 
must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 
Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing 
furnace.” Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp 
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and all kinds of music, all the nations and peoples of every language fell down and 
worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. At this time some 
astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, 
“May the king live forever! Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the 
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and 
worship the image of gold, and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown 
into a blazing furnace. But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who pay no attention to you, Your 
Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So 
these men were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of 
gold I have set up? Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe 
and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very 
good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. 
Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves 
before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 
able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he 
does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty that we will not serve your gods or worship 
the image of gold you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace 
heated seven times hotter than usual and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his 
army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 
So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and 
thrown into the blazing furnace. The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot 
that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. Then King 
Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers “Weren’t there 
three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your 
Majesty.” He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 
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unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” Nebuchadnezzar then approached 
the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego came out of the fire, and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers 
crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair 
of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on 
them. Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied 
the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship 
any god except their own God. Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language 
who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces 
and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon - 
Daniel 3 

ere God used Shed rack/Meshach/Abednego for His glory and also the salvation of 
H the Israelites. This was the great model for the present generations also. Shed 

rack/Meshach/Abednego were not cared their life’s to stand for the God. In these 
days we will not find this kind of people. Recently my son Samuel preached in a church on 
the eve of their youth Sunday. The pastors son who invited him, while he was talking, he 
mentioned about the present Prime Minister of our country, who was the anti-Christian. 
Our hard- ware engineer kept that speech in our video which was kept in the YouTube. 
That pastor and his wife called many times in phone to remove those words, their son 
mentioned towards the Prime Minister. You can image where this kind of people stand for 
the God. How can they see the great works of the God in their lives to save the people and 
also to stand for the living God? God used Shed rack/Meshach/Abednego as the witness for 
Him, also to save the Israelites. We need such kind of people in the end times, to stand for 
the living God. 
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Rehab 


If you’re Saved and You Know It. Rehab and The Spies 



Rahab and the Spies: Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, 
look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a 
prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the 
Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” So the king of Jericho sent this 
message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because 
they have come to spy out the whole land.” But the woman had taken the two men and 
hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come 
from. At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way 
they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” (But she had taken them 
up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) So the 
men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as 
soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. Before the spies lay down for the 
night, she went up on the roof and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this 
land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 
melting in fear because of you. We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red 
Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings 
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of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. When we heard of it, 
our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your 
God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. “Now then, please swear to me by the 
Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give 
me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and 
sisters, and all who belong to them and that you will save us from death.” “Our lives for 
your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you 
kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.” So she let them down by a rope 
through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. She said to them, 
“Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until 
they return, and then go on your way.” Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made 
us swear will not be binding on us unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet 
cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your 
father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. If any of them go 
outside your house into the street, their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be 
responsible. As for those who are in the house with you, their blood will be on our head if a 
hand is laid on them. But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath 
you made us swear.” “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So she sent them away, 
and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. When they left, they went 
into the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers had searched all along the road 
and returned without finding them. Then the two men started back. They went down out of 
the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had 
happened to them. They said to Joshua, “The Lord has surely given the whole land into our 
hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us - Joshua 2 

ere God used Rehab to save the Spies. Through this she was also saved from the 
H destruction. You will be saved by saving others. This was also the project of God to 

save the mankind. She doesn’t care her life to save the spies. That made her save 
her family and also led the Israelites to see the mighty works of the living God to save and 
to lead the Israelites in their journey. 
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Joshua 


Joshua Fit the Battle Of Jericho. Joshua & the Battle of Jericho 



T he fall of Jericho: Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 
standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and 
asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” “Neither,” he replied, “but as 
commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the 
ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” 
The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where 
you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. Now the gates of Jericho were securely 
barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in. Then the Lord said to 
Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and it’s fighting 
men. March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven 
priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march 
around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 
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When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud 
shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.” 
So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” And he ordered the army, 
“Advance! March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the 
Lord.” When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven 
trumpets before the Lord went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s 
covenant followed them. The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the 
trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding. 
But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, 
and do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” So he had the ark of 
the Lord carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and 
spent the night there. Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark 
of the Lord. The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before 
the ark of the Lord and blowing the trumpets. 


The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the Lord, 
while the trumpets kept sounding. So on the second day they marched around the city once 
and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. On the seventh day, they got up at 
daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same manner, except that on that 
day they circled the city seven times. The seventh time around, when the priests sounded 
the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the 
city! The city and all that is in it are to be devoted[b] to the Lord. Only Rahab the 
prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies 
we sent. But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own 
destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to 
destruction and bring trouble on it. All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and 
iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into his treasury.” 
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When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the 
men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took 
the city. They devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing 
in it men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. Joshua said to the two 
men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all 
who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” So the young men who had done 
the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and sisters 
and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place 
outside the camp of Israel. Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they 
put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s 
house. 25 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to 
her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho and she lives among the 
Israelites to this day. At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before 
the Lord is the one who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: “At the cost of his 
firstborn son he will lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest he will set up its gates.” 
So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land - Joshua 5:13-6:27 


The fall of Jericho was the modal story for the present believers to stand as brave people 
for the living God. It was not their might or any kind of the powers to win the Jericho. 
Without any weapons or that kind of things were not used to the fall of Jericho walls. That 
was the power of God to save the Israelites and also the present believers. Here we see the 
power God for salvation of the Israelites. God used the Joshua as the hero. 
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Daniel 


Angels Watching' Over Me. Lyin' With Lions 



D aniel in the Den of Lions: It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout 
the kingdom, with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The 
satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. Now 
Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his 
exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. At this, the 
administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his 
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no 
corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 
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Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel 
unless it has something to do with the law of his God.” So these administrators and satraps 
went as a group to the king and said: “May King Darius live forever! The royal 
administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king 
should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human 
being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the 
lions’ den. Now, Your Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be 
altered in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 
So King Darius put the decree in writing. Now when Daniel learned that the decree had 
been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his 
God, just as he had done before. Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying 
and asking God for help. So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: 
“Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any 
god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?” 


The king answered, “The decree stands in accordance with the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be repealed.” Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the 
exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in 
writing. He still prays three times a day.” When the king heard this, he was greatly 
distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to 
save him. Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, 
Your Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that 
the king issues can be changed.” So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and 
threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 
continually, rescue you!” A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and 
the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s 
situation might not be changed. Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night 
without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not 
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sleep. At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When he 
came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living 
God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 


Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! My God sent his angel and he shut the 
mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor 
have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.” The king was overjoyed and gave 
orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound 
was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. At the king’s command, the men who 
had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their 
wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered 
them and crushed all their bones. Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of 
every language in all the earth: “May you prosper greatly! “I issue a decree that in every 
part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living 
God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never 
end. He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the 
earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” So Daniel prospered during the 
reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian - Daniel 6 


Here we see how Daniel stood as the hero for the living God, by not caring the orders of the 
king. This event also helped the Israelites for the salvation. If Daniel was obeyed the orders 
of King, or if he was not safe at the lion’s den, there will not be the book of Daniel in the 
Bible. If someone cares the life they cannot be the hero’s for the living God. Daniel life was 
a model for the entire mankind. 
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Gideon 


I'm In the Lord's Army. Gideon's Shrinking Army 



G ideon Defeats the Midianites: Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) 
and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of 
them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too 
many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My 
own strength has saved me.’ Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear 
may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.”’ So twenty two thousand men left, while ten 
thousand remained. But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take 
them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go 
with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” So 
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Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told him, “Separate those who lap 
the water with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” Three 
hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on 
their knees to drink. The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I 
will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” So 
Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three hundred, who took over the 
provisions and trumpets of the others. Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 


During that night the Lord said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because I 
am going to give it into your hands. If you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with 
your servant Purah and listen to what they are saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged 
to attack the camp.” So he and Purah his servant went down to the outposts of the camp. 
The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, 
thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore. 
Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was 
saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the 
tent with such force that the tent overturned and collapsed.” His friend responded, “This 
can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given 
the Midianites and the whole camp into his hands.” 


When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed down and worshiped. He 
returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The Lord has given the Midianite 
camp into your hands.” Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed 
trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. “Watch me,” he 
told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I do. When I 
and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and 
shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.’” Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the 
edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the 
guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. The three 
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companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left 
hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A 
sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 


While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as 
they fled. When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the Lord caused the men throughout 
the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah toward 
Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. Israelites from Naphtali, 
Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they pursued the Midianites. Gideon sent 
messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the 
Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan ahead of them as far as Beth Barah.” So all 
the men of Ephraim were called out and they seized the waters of the Jordan as far as Beth 
Barah. They also captured two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb 
at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and 
brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan - Judges 7 


God called Gideon, when the Israelites were in the trouble and the great need of protection 
and the help. God called him when was humble and nothing and used for the Israelites 
protection in the mighty way. When they were week in their sites God guided and used 
them in the miracles way in the wars to stand as the witness of the living God. In this 
situations God used the Gideon as the mighty warrior and the hero. 
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Esther 


For Such A Time As This. Esther, the Brave Queen 



Mordecai Persuades Esther to Help: When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he 
tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and 
bitterly. But he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was 
allowed to enter it. In every province to which the edict and order of the king came, there 
was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in 
sackcloth and ashes. When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her 
about Mordecai, she was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his 
sackcloth, but he would not accept them. Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s 
eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai 
and why. So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the 
king’s gate. Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact 
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amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of 
the Jews. He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had 
been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct 
her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. 
Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. Then she instructed 
him to say to Mordecai, “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know 
that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being 
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the 
gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to 
go to the king.” When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer: 
“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 
For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from 
another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” Then Esther sent this reply to 
Mordecai: “Go; gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is 
done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” So 
Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions - Esther 4 


sther was a model women and chosen by God for the redemption of the Israelites 
P^^ from the death. God choose her from the zero stage and made her as the queen. This 
story was an encouragement story for the whole mankind. In India women were ill- 
treated and ignored. I encourage the women and the young girls in the church all the times 
by coding Esther’s name and how God raised and used her for the redemption of the 
Israelites in those days. God used Esther as the heroine for His glory and for the 
redemption of His people from the death. 
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Elijah 


What a Mighty Hand. Elijah's Soggy Sacrifice 



he Lord’s Judgment on Ahaziah: After Ahab’s death, Moab rebelled against Israel. 

T Now Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria and 
injured himself. So he sent messengers, saying to them, “Go and consult Baal-Zebub, 
the god of Ekron, to see if I will recover from this injury.” But the angel of the Lord said to 
Elijah the Tishbite, “Go up and meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, 
‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god 
of Ekron?’ Therefore this is what the Lord says: ‘You will not leave the bed you are lying 
on. You will certainly die!”’ So Elijah went. When the messengers returned to the king, he 
asked them, “Why have you come back?” “A man came to meet us,” they replied. “And he 
said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent you and tell him, “This is what the Lord says: Is it 
because there is no God in Israel that you are sending messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, 
the god of Ekron? Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly 
die!”’” The king asked them, “What kind of man was it who came to meet you and told you 
this?” 


They replied, “He had a garment of hair and had a leather belt around his waist.” 

The king said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.” Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his 
company of fifty men. The captain went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, 
and said to him, “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come down!’” Elijah answered the captain, 
“If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty 
men!” Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the captain and his men. At this the king 
sent to Elijah another captain with his fifty men. The captain said to him, “Man of God, 
this is what the king says, ‘Come down at once!’” “If I am a man of God,” Elijah replied, 
“may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!” Then the fire of 
God fell from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men. So the king sent a third captain 
with his fifty men. This third captain went up and fell on his knees before Elijah. “Man of 
God,” he begged, “please have respect for my life and the lives of these fifty men, your 
servants! See, fire has fallen from heaven and consumed the first two captains and all their 
men. But now have respect for my life!” The angel of the Lord said to Elijah, “Go down 
with him; do not be afraid of him.” So Elijah got up and went down with him to the king. 
He told the king, “This is what the Lord says: Is it because there is no God in Israel for you 
to consult that you have sent messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Because 
you have done this, you will never leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!” 
So he died, according to the word of the Lord that Elijah had spoken. Because Ahaziah had 
no son, Joram succeeded him as king in the second year of Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah. As for all the other events of Ahaziah ’s reign, and what he did, are they not 
written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? - 2 Kings 1 


Here God used Elijah as the hero, by performing the miracle by sending the fire from the 
heaven to destroy the captain and the fifty men twice. God used Elijah in the deferent times 
and ways as the hero for His glory. God fed him and led him all times to use for His glory. 
He was the hero in those days for the living God. 
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Noah 


Noah's Ark; and Noah's Rainy Rescue 



N oah and the Flood: These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. And Noah had three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth. Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was 
Riled with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an 
end of all flesh, [a] for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and 
cover it inside and out with pitch. This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 
cubits, [c] its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. Make a roof for the ark, and finish 
it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and 
third decks. For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in 
which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will 
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establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, 
and your sons' wives with you. And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of 
every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. Of the 
birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every 
creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to 
keep them alive. Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” 


Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into 
the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this 
generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and his mate, and a 
pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, and seven pairs of the birds of 
the heavens also, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 
For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living 
thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” And Noah did all that 
the Lord had commanded him. Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters 
came upon the earth. And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him 
went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Of clean animals, and of animals that 
are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the ground, two and two, male 
and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. And after seven 
days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, 
in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of 
the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. And rain fell 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem 
and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered 
the ark, they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their 
kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every 
bird, according to its kind, every winged creature. 
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They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of 
life. And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded 
him. And the Lord shut him in. The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters 
increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed and 
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. And the 
waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole 
heaven were covered. The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen 
cubits[h] deep. And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all 
swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. Everything on the dry land 
in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. He blotted out every living thing that was on 
the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. 
They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in 
the ark. And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. The Flood Subsides. But God 
remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. 
And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. The fountains of the 
deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was 
restrained, and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of 150 days the 
waters had abated, and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark 
came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. And the waters continued to abate until the tenth 
month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were 
seen. 


At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent 
forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he 
sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground. 
But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the 
waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and 
brought her into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth 
the dove out of the ark. And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her 
mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from 
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the earth. Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not 
return to him anymore. In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of 
the month, the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the 
ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. In the second month, on the 
twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. Then God said to Noah, “Go out 
from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring out 
with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh birds and animals and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful 
and multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives 
with him. Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the 
earth, went out by families from the ark. God's Covenant with Noah Then Noah built an 
altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar. 


And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never 
again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his 
youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. While the 
earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, 

shall not cease.” Footnotes - Genesis 6:9-8:22 


God used Noah as the hero to save his family and the animals to clean the evil mankind 
from the face of the earth to show the purpose and the power of God to the entire mankind. 
His story was remembering till now; when we speak about the end times. In the teaching of 
Jesus Christ, whenever He spoke about the end times, He mentioned the story of Noah and 
the Sodom and Gomorrah. In this story of flood and the ark, God used Noah as the hero to 
keep the human and the animals for the continuity of the creation of the God to fulfill His 
plans on the face of the earth. 



170 



Father Abraham 



braham Justified by Faith: What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh, discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified 
by works, he had something to boast about but not before God. What does Scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Now to the one 
who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. However, to the one who 
does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 
righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to 
whom God credits righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose 
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord 
will never count against them.” Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the 
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uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as 
righteousness. Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, 
or before? It was not after, but before! And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father 
of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be 
credited to them. And he is then also the father of the circumcised who not only are 
circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had 
before he was circumcised. It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring 
received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that 
comes by faith. 


For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is 
worthless, because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may 
be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring not only to those who are of the law but also to 
those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written, I have made 
you a father of many nations. He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed the 
God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. Against all hope, 
Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been 
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact 
that his body was as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old and that Sarah’s 
womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, 
but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God 





had power to do what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also 
for us, to whom God will credit righteousness for us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification - Romans 4:1-25 

Father Abraham was stood as the father of faith through his actions. God shown mercy on 
him to stand as the father of faith and also God blessed him and his generations to spread 
like the stars of the sky and as the sand on the seashore. God fulfilled that prophesy and 
kept him as the model to the generations. When the point of faith comes, even in these days 
we are remembering Father Abraham as the hero by mentioning as the father of faith. 
Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. 
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Ruth 


Where You Go, I will with you: Ruth and Naomi 



aomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem: When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had 
come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her daughters -in- 
law prepared to return home from there. With her two daughters-in-law she left the 
place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the 
land of Judah. Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to 
your mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to 
your dead husbands and to me. May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the 
home of another husband.” Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud and said to 
her, “We will go back with you to your people.” But Naomi said, “Return home, my 
daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could 


become your husbands? Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another 
husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me even if I had a husband tonight and 
then gave birth to sons, would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried 
for them? No my daughters. It is bitterer for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand has 
turned against me!” At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law 
goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to 
her people and her gods. Go back with her.” But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave 
you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will 
be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you 
and me.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped 
urging her. So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in 
Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can 
this be Naomi?” 

“Don’t call me Naomi, she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my 
life very bitter. I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me 
Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” So 
Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, 
arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning - Ruth 1:6-22 


Ruth stood as the model and the heroine through her deeds and the way she took the 
decision to be with Naomi to stand in the history and the family tree of the Jesus. 
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Stephen 



he Stoning of Stephen: “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still 

T 

■ uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 
Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those 
who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 
murdered him, you who have received the law that was given through angels but have not 
obeyed it.” 
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When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth 
at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” At this they covered their ears and, yelling 
at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 

Stephen was the great hero of cross who stood for the living God and was killed by the 
stoning. Saul was the witness for his death. His story brought Paul to the God to be utilized 
for the God in the mighty way. Martyrs were also raised as the warriors for the Christ in 
the history. Stephen was also one of them to stand as the hero of cross to die for the sake of 
God and also living as the model to the present believers in the world. 
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Description of Martyrs 


Martyrs: A person who is killed because of their religious or other beliefs 
One who bears witness of the truth, and suffers death in the cause of Christ 

When the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and 
guarding the clothes of those who were killing him - Acts 22:20 

I know where you live where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You 
did not renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who 
was put to death in your city where Satan lives - Revelation 2:13 





Martyrs in the Bible 


Abel 



Slain by his older brother Cain - Genesis 4:8 

ain and Abel were, according to the Book of Genesis, two sons of Adam and Eve. 
Cain is described as a crop farmer and his younger brother Abel as a shepherd. 
Cain was the first human born and Abel was the first human to die. 

Cain committed the first murder by killing Abel. 
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Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time Cain brought some 
of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. And Abel also brought an offering fat 
portion from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his 
offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, 
and his face was downcast. Then the Lord said to Cain, Why are you angry? Why is your 
face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what 
is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it. Now 
Cain said to his brother Abel, Let’s go out to the field. While they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him - Genesis 4: 3 - 8 


Interpretations of Genesis chapter four by ancient and modern commentators have 
typically assumed that the motives were jealousy and anger. 


The story of Cain and Abel is found in the Christian Bible, Jewish Torah and Muslim 
Quran. 


Here we see the jealousy and anger of Cain towards his brother Abel which leads him to 
kill him. Abel was murdered only because that God accepted his offering. He was the first 


martyr. 
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Andrew 



A ndrew was crucified, suspended on an olive tree, at Patrae, a town of Achaia Greece; 
Andrew was an apostle of Jesus Christ. 

The name Andrew in Greek: manly, brave, from Andreia, manhood, valour like other 
Greek names, appears to have been common among the Jews, Christians, and other 
Hellenized people of the region. No Hebrew or Aramaic name is recorded for him. 
According to Orthodox tradition, the apostolic successor to Saint Andrew is Patriarch 
Bartholomew Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter and son of Jonah. 

Andrew the Apostle; from the early first century, mid to late 1st century AD, also known as 
Saint Andrew and called in the Orthodox tradition or the First-called, was a Christian 
Apostle and the elder brother of Saint Peter. 
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Bartholomew 


Bartholomew was beaten then crucified with his head downward, and was buried in 

Allanum; a town of the great Armenia. 


artholomew in Greek: Bartholomaios, 

T> 

I j in Latin: Bartholomaeus, was one of 
the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. He has 



been identified with Nathanael who appears 
in the Gospel according to John as being 
introduced to Christ by Philip, who would 
also become an apostle, 



Nathanael is mentioned only in the Gospel 
according to John. In the Synoptic gospels, 

Philip and Bartholomew are always 
mentioned together, while Nathanael is 
never mentioned; in John's gospel, on the other hand, Philip and Nathanael are similarly 
mentioned together. 


Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael: The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding 
Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of 
Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote 
about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and 
see, said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, here truly is an 
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Israelite in whom there is no deceit. How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus 
answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you. Then 
Nathanael declared, Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel. Jesus said, 
You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than 
that. He then added, Very truly I tell you, you will see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on’[d] the Son of Man.-John 1:43-51 


Although some modern commentators reject the identification of Nathanael with 
Bartholomew, 

According to the Synaxarium of the Coptic Orthodox Church, his martyrdom is 
commemorated on the 1st day of the Coptic Calendar 1st day of the month of “Thout”, 
which currently falls on September 11 corresponding to August 29 in the Julian Calendar. 
His feast is June 11 in Eastern Christianity and August 24 in the Anglican Communion and 
both forms of the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church. 

Bartholomew’s name was transliterated in Greek as “Bartholomaios” comes from the 
Aramaic bar-Tolmay, meaning son of Talmai or son of the furrows perhaps a ploughman. 
Bartholomew was born at Cana of Galilee and is listed among the Twelve Apostles of Jesus 
in the three Synoptic gospels: MatthewlO:l - 4; Mark 3:13 - 19 and Luke 6:12 - 16 and also 
appears as one of the witnesses of the Ascension Acts 1:4,12 & 13; on each occasion, 
however, he is named in the company of Philip. He is not mentioned by the name 
Bartholomew in the Gospel of John, nor are there any early acta, the earliest being written 
by a pseudepigraphical writer who assumed the identity of Abdias of Babylon and to whom 
is attributed the Saint-Thierry Manuscript and Pseudo-Abdias Manuscripts. 
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Isaiah 



^ saiah tradition says he was encased in a tree and sawed asunder. 

Isaiah probably lived to its close, and possibly into the reign of Manasseh, but the time 
and manner of his death are not specified in either the Bible or other primary sources. The 
Talmud says that he suffered martyrdom by being sawn in two under the orders of 
Manasseh. 

According to the Rabbinic literature, Isaiah was a descendant of the royal house of Judah 
and Tamar .He was the son of Amoz not to be confused with Prophet Amos, who was the 
brother of King Amaziah of Judah. 
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Isaiah, Modern Yeshayahu, Eshaya; in Greek:, Esaias; in Arabic: Yah is salvation" was a 


prophet documented by the Biblical Book of Isaiah to have lived around the time of 8th- 
century BC Kingdom of Judah. 

The exact relationship between the Book of Isaiah and any such historical Isaiah is 
complicated. One widespread view sees parts of the first half of the book chapters 1 - 39 as 
originating with the historical prophet, interspersed with prose commentaries written in 
the time of King Josiah a hundred years later; with the remainder of the book dating from 
immediately before and immediately after the end of the exile in Babylon, almost two 
centuries after the time of the original prophet. 

Jews and Christians consider the Book of Isaiah a part of their Biblical canon; he is the 
first listed although not the earliest of the Nevi'im Aharonim, the latter prophets. Muslims 
consider Isaiah a prophet mentioned in Muslim exegesis of canonical scriptures. 



James - Son of Alphaeus 



James the Son of Alphaeus - stoned to death in Jerusalem. 

J ames, son of Alphaeus , Iakobos in Greek; Hebrew, Ya'akov Ben Halfai was one of the 
Twelve Apostles of Jesus, appearing under this name in all three of the Synoptic 
Gospels lists of the apostles. He is often identified with James the Less Greek Iacobos 
ho mikros, Mark 15:40 and commonly known by that name in church tradition. He is also 
labelled “the minor”, “the little”, “the lesser”, or “the younger”, according to translation. 
He is distinct from James, son of Zebedee and in some interpretations also from James the 
Just or James, brother of Jesus. He appears only four times in the New Testament, each 
time in a list of the twelve apostles. 
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James - Son of Zebedee 



J ames the son of Zebedee - when preaching in Judea, was beheaded with the sword by 
Herod the tetrarch, and was buried there. 

James, son of Zebedee was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus, and traditionally 
considered the first apostle to be martyred. He was a son of Zebedee and Salome, and 
brother of John the Apostle. 

James, son of Zebedee traditionally considered the first apostle to be martyred. He is also 
called James the Greater or James the Great to distinguish him from James, son of 
Alphaeus and James the Just. James the Greater is the patron saint of Spain. 
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John 



John the disciple that Jesus loved, brother of James and son of Zebedee 
He was banished by Domitian to the Isle of Patmos, and later died of old age in Ephesus. 

ohn was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus according to the New Testament. He was 

J the son of Zebedee and Salome. His brother was James, who was another of the Twelve 
Apostles. Christian tradition holds that he outlived the remaining apostles and that he 
was the only one not to die a martyr's death excluding Judas Iscariot who died by 
suicide. The Church Fathers considered him the same person as John the Evangelist, John 
of Patmos, and the Beloved Disciple, although modern theologians and scholars have not 
formed a consensus on the relative identities of these mean. The tradition of some Christian 
denominations holds that John the Apostle is the author of several books of the New 
Testament. 
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Matthew/Levi 



atthew wrote the Gospel in the Hebrew tongue, and published it at Jerusalem, and 
M fell asleep at Hierees, a town of Parthia, near modern day Tehran. Or speared to 
death. 


Matthias replaced Judas. 

Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles - 

Acts 1:26 


Matthew the Apostle also known as Saint Matthew and as “Levi”, according to the Bible, 
one of the twelve apostles of Jesus and, according to Christian tradition, one of the four 
Evangelists. 
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Paul 



P aul was beheaded in Rome by Nero. Paul as a Roman citizen could not be crucified 
but got an easier death sentence. 

Paul the Apostle originally known as Saul of Tarsus was an apostle though not one of the 
Twelve Apostles who taught the gospel of Christ to the first-century world. He is generally 
considered one of the most important figures of the Apostolic Age. In the mid-30s to the 
mid-50s, he founded several churches in Asia Minor and Europe. Paul took advantage of 
his status as both a Jew and a Roman citizen to minister to both Jewish and Roman 
audiences. 

According to writings in the New Testament Paul, who was originally called Saul, was 
dedicated to the persecution of the early disciples of Jesus in the area of Jerusalem. In the 
narrative of the book of Acts, while Paul was traveling on the road from Jerusalem to 




Damascus on a mission to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, the 
resurrected Jesus appeared to him in a great light. He was struck blind, but after three 
days his sight was restored by Ananias of Damascus, and Paul began to preach that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Jewish Messiah and the Son of God. Approximately half of the book of 
Acts deals with Paul's life and works. 

Fourteen of the twenty-seven books in the New Testament have traditionally been 
attributed to Paul. Seven of the epistles are undisputed by scholars as being authentic, with 
varying degrees of argument about the remainder. Pauline authorship of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews which is not asserted in the Epistle itself, already doubted in the 2nd and 3rd 
centuries but almost unquestioningly accepted from the 5th to the 16th centuries, is now 
almost universally rejected by scholars. The other six are believed by some scholars to have 
come from followers writing in his name, using material from Paul's surviving letters and 
letters written by him that no longer survive. Other scholars argue that the idea of a 
pseudonymous author for the disputed epistles raises many problems. 


Today, Paul's epistles continue to be vital roots of the theology, worship, and pastoral life 
in the Catholic and Protestant traditions of the West, and the Orthodox traditions of the 
East. Among that of many other apostles and missionaries involved in the spread of the 
Christian faith, Paul's influence on Christian thought and practice has been characterized 
as being as "profound as it is pervasive". Augustine of Hippo developed Paul's idea that 
salvation is based on faith and not works of the law. Martin Luther's interpretation of 
Paul's writings influenced Luther's doctrine of sola fide. 
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Philip 



Jesus invited Philip to become His disciple. 


Philip the Apostle was one of the original twelve 


buried there. 


apostles. He came from Bethsaida in Galilee. 


P 


downward in the time of Domitian, and was 


crucified in Hierapolis with his head 


hilip preached in Phrygia, and was 


Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael: The next day 
Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, Follow me - John 1:43 

Philip became the sixth disciple of Jesus, and introduced his friend Nathanael 
(Bartholomew) to Jesus, who also became an apostle. 

Philip the Apostle in Greek Philippos, was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. Later 
Christian traditions describe Philip as the apostle who preached in Greece, Syria, and 


In the Roman Catholic Church, the feast day of Philip, along with that of James the Just, 
was traditionally observed on 1 May, the anniversary of the dedication of the church 
dedicated to them in Rome (now called the Church of the Twelve Apostles). The Eastern 
Orthodox Church celebrates Philip's feast day on 14 November. One of the Gnostic codices 
discovered in the Nag Hammadi library in 1945 bears Philip's name in its title, on the 
bottom line. 


Phrygia. 
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Simon Peter 



Crucified upside down under Nero in Rome, and was buried there. 

rought to Christ by his brother Andrew, Peter is known as the disciple who spoke 
often before he thought. After Christ’s death Peter was the fiery preacher 
prominently seen in the first half of the book of Acts. He founded the church at 
Antioch and traveled preaching mainly to Jews about Jesus Christ. 

Peter was martyred under Nero’s reign. He was killed in Rome around the years 64 to 67. 
Tradition holds that he was crucified upside down. Like Andrew, his brother, he is said to 
have refused to be crucified in the same manner as Christ because he was unworthy to be 
executed in the same way as the Lord. 
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Saint Peter, also known as Simon Peter, Simeon, or Simon, according to the New 


Testament, was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ, leaders of the early Christian 
Church. 


Saint Peter in Greek Petros, Syriac/Aramaic: Shemayon Keppa, Hebrew: Shim'on Bar 
Yona, Latin: Petrus; died 64 AD, also known as Simon Peter, Simeon, or Simon, according 
to the New Testament, was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ, leaders of the early 
Christian Church. The Roman Catholic Church considers him to be the first Pope, 
ordained by Jesus in the “Rock of My Church” 


I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it. - Matthew 16:18 

The ancient Christian churches all venerate Peter as a major saint and associate him with 
founding the Church of Antioch and later the Church in Rome, but differ about the 
authority of his various successors in present-day Christianity. 

The New Testament indicates that Peter was the son of John or Jonah or Jona and was 
from the village of Bethsaida in the province of Galilee or Gaulanitis. His brother Andrew 
was also an apostle. According to New Testament accounts, Peter was one of twelve 
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apostles chosen by Jesus from his first disciples. Originally a fisherman, he played a 
leadership role and was with Jesus during events witnessed by only a few apostles, such as 
the Transfiguration. According to the gospels, Peter confessed Jesus as the Messiah, was 
part of Jesus's inner circle, thrice denied Jesus, and preached on the day of Pentecost. 

According to Christian tradition, Peter was crucified in Rome under Emperor Nero 
Augustus Caesar. It is traditionally held that he was crucified upside down at his own 
request, since he saw himself unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus. Tradition 
holds that he was crucified at the site of the Clementine Chapel. His remains are said to be 
those contained in the underground Confessio of St. Peter's Basilica, where Pope Paul VI 
announced in 1968 the excavated discovery of a first-century Roman cemetery. Every June 
29 since 1736, a statue of Saint Peter in St. Peter's Basilica is adorned with papal tiara, ring 
of the fisherman, and papal vestments, as part of the celebration of the Feast of Saints 
Peter and Paul. According to Catholic doctrine, the direct papal successor to Saint Peter is 
Pope Francis. 


Two general epistles in the New Testament are ascribed to Peter; however, some biblical 
scholars reject the Petrine authorship of both. The Gospel of Mark was traditionally 
thought to show the influence of Peter's preaching and eyewitness memories. Several other 
books bearing his name the Acts of Peter, Gospel of Peter, Preaching of Peter, Apocalypse 
of Peter, and Judgment of Peter are considered by Christian churches as apocryphal. 
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Simon the Zealot 


imon the Zealot the son of Clopas, who is 
also called Jude, became bishop or 2nd 
Patriarch of Jerusalem after James the 
Just, and fell asleep and was buried there at 
the age of 120 years OR crucified. 

The apostle called Simon, Simon the Zealot, 

Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, 
Simon who was called the Zealot - Luke 6:15 

When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 
room where they were staying. Those present 
were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas son of James - Acts 1:13 



Simon Kananaios or Simon Cananeus, was one of the most obscure among the apostles of 
Jesus. 


The apostle called Simon, Simon the Zealot, and Simon Kananaios or Simon Cananeus. 
Standard Hebrew SinTon, Tiberian Hebrew Sim'on; Greek: was one of the most obscure 
among the apostles of Jesus. A few pseudepigraphical writings were connected to him, and 
the theologian and Doctor of the Church, Saint Jerome, does not include him in De viris 
illustribus written between 392-393 AD. 
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Thaddaeus/Judas 


haddaeus/Judas son of James, Jude, who is 
also called Lebbaeus - preached to the 
people of Edessa, and to all Mesopotamia, 
and fell asleep at Berytus; was stoned to death and 
buried there. He is somtimes identified as Thomas 
in eastern Syrian tradition. 

Jude, also known as Judas Thaddaeus, was one of 
the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. He is generally 
identified with Thaddeus, and is also variously 
called Jude of James, Jude Thaddaeus, Judas Thaddaeus or Lebbaeus. He is sometimes 
identified with Jude, the brother of Jesus, but is clearly distinguished from Judas Iscariot, 
the apostle who betrayed Jesus prior to his crucifixion. Judas Thaddeaus became known as 
Jude after early translators of the New Testament from Greek into English sought to 
distinguish him from Judas Iscariot and subsequently abbreviated his forename. Most 
versions of the New Testament in languages other than English and French refer to Judas 
and Jude by the same name. 

Saint Jude's attribute is a club. He is also often shown in icons with a flame around his 
head. This represents his presence at Pentecost, when he received the Holy Spirit with the 
other apostles. Another common attribute is Jude holding an image of Jesus Christ, in the 
Image of Edessa. In some instances, he may be shown with a scroll or a book (the Epistle of 
Jude) or holding a carpenter's rule. 
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Thomas 



homas preached to the Parthians, Medes, Persians, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, and 
^ ^ ^ Margians, and was thrust through in the four members of his body with a pine spear 
at Calamene, the city of India called Madras and was buried there. 

Thomas the apostle of Jesus was courage Bible bios Bible Stories. Thomas said “Let us go 
with him, so that we may die with him.” Thomas, an apostle of Jesus Christ this is a true 
story. 
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Thomas the Apostle (called Didymus which means "the twin") was one of the Twelve 
Apostles of Jesus Christ, according to the New Testament. He is informally called doubting 
Thomas because he doubted Jesus' resurrection when first told, (in the Gospel of John), 
followed later by his confession of faith, My Lord and my God, on seeing Jesus' wounded 
body. 

Traditionally, he is said to have travelled outside the Roman Empire to preach the Gospel, 
travelling as far as Tamilakam in present-day India. According to tradition, the Apostle 
reached Muziris, Tamilakam present day India in AD 52 and baptized several people, 
founding what today are known as Saint Thomas Christians or Nasranis. After his death, 
the reputed relics of Saint Thomas the Apostle were enshrined as far as Mesopotamia in 
the 3rd century, and later moved to various places. In 1258, some of the relics were brought 
to Abruzzo in Ortona, Italy, where they have been held in the Church of Saint Thomas the 
Apostle. He is often regarded as the Patron Saint of India, and the name Thoma remains 
quite popular among Saint Thomas Christians of India. 



Zechariah 



Z echariah was a person in the Hebrew Bible and traditionally considered the author 
of the Book of Zechariah, the eleventh of the Twelve Minor Prophets. He was a 
prophet of the two-tribe Kingdom of Judah, and, like the prophet Ezekiel, was of 
priestly extraction. He was killed between the altar and the temple. 

Zechariah, the second and greatest prophet of the Restoration, calls himself the son of 
Berechiah, the son of Iddo. The word son being used in the general sense of descendant, He 
began to prophesy two months after Haggai and the two prophets were contemporary. 
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Christian Martyrs 


Polycarp 



s with many people in the early centuries, Polycarp’s exact birth and death dates are 
not known. Even his date of martyrdom is disputed; though it was sometime between 
AD 155 and 167. Polycarp was probably a disciple of the Apostle John who wrote the 
books of the Gospel of John, the three Epistles of John and the book of Revelation. 
Poly carp may have been one of the chief people responsible for compiling the New 
Testament of the Bible that we have today. 
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Because of his refusal to burn incense to the Roman Emperor he was sentenced to burn at 
the stake. Tradition says that the flames did not kill him so he was stabbed to death. 

Polycarp in Greek Polykarpos; in Latin: Polycarpus. In AD 69 - 155 was a 2nd-century 
Christian bishop of Smyrna. According to the Martyrdom of Polycarp he died a martyr, 
bound and burned at the stake, then stabbed when the Are failed to touch him. Polycarp is 
regarded as a saint and Church Father in the Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran churches. 

It is recorded by Irenaeus, who heard him speak in his youth, and by Tertullian, that he 
had been a disciple of John the Apostle. Saint Jerome wrote that Polycarp was a disciple of 
John and that John had ordained him bishop of Smyrna. 

The early tradition that expanded upon the Martyrdom to link Polycarp in competition 
and contrast with John the Apostle who, though many people had tried to kill him, was not 
martyred but died of old age after being exiled to the island of Patmos, is embodied in the 
Coptic language fragmentary papyri (the Harris fragments) dating to the 3rd to 6th 
centuries. Frederick Weidman, their editor, interprets the "Harris fragments" as Smyrna 
hagiography addressing Smyrna-Ephesus church rivalries, which "develops the 
association of Polycarp and John to a degree un witnessed, so far as we know, either before 
or since". The fragments echo the Marty rology, and diverge from it. 

With Clement of Rome and Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp is regarded as one of three chief 
Apostolic Fathers. The sole surviving work attributed to his authorship is his Letter to the 
Philippians; it is first recorded by Irenaeus of Lyons. 
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Wycliffe 



ycliffe Known as “The Morning Star of the Reformation,” John Wycliffe was a 
W 14th century theologian. He is probably best remembered as a translator of 
scriptures. He believed that the Bible should be available to the people in their 
common tongue. He translated the Latin Vulgate into common English. 

He was persecuted for his stand against Papal authority. While he was not burned at the 
stake as a martyr, his persecution extended beyond his death. His body was exhumed and 
burned along with many of his writings. The Anti-Wycliffe Statute of 1401 brought 
persecution to his followers and specifically addressed the fact that there should not be any 
translation of Scripture into English. 
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John Wycliffe was an English scholastic philosopher, theologian, Biblical translator, 
reformer, seminary professor at Oxford. He was an influential dissident within the Roman 


Catholic priesthood during the 14th century. 

John Wycliffe also spelled Wyclif, Wycliff, Wiclef, Wicliffe, Wickliffe; c. 1320 - 31 

December 1384 

Wycliffe attacked the privileged status of the clergy, which was central to their powerful 
role in England. Finally he attacked the luxury and pomp of local parishes and their 
ceremonies. 

Wycliffe was also an advocate for translation of the Bible into the vernacular. He 
completed a translation directly from the Vulgate into Middle English in the year 1382, 
now known as Wycliffe's Bible. It is probable that he personally translated the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; and it is possible he translated the entire New Testament, 
while his associates translated the Old Testament. Wycliffe's Bible appears to have been 
completed by 1384, with additional updated versions being done by Wycliffe's assistant 
John Purvey and others in 1388 and 1395. 

Wycliffe's followers were known as Lollards and followed his lead in advocating 
Predestination, Iconoclasm, and Caesaropapism, while attacking the veneration of Saints, 
the Sacraments, Requiem Masses, Transubstantiation, monasticism, and the very existence 
of the Papacy. 

Beginning in the 16th century, the Lollard movement was regarded as the precursor to the 
Protestant Reformation. Wycliffe was accordingly characterized as the evening star of 
scholasticism and the Morning Star of the English Reformation. 




John Huss 



uss was a Czech priest who was burned at the stake for heresy against the doctrines of 
_,the Catholic Church. Particularly he fought against the doctrines of Ecclesiology and 
J B the Eucharist as taught by the Roman Catholic Church. He was an early reformer 
living before the time of Luther and Calvin (other well-known reformers of Roman 
Catholicism). 
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Huss was martyred on July 6, 1415. He refused to recant his position of the charges that 
were brought against him. On the day he died he is said to have stated, “God is my witness 
that the things charged against me I never preached. In the same truth of the Gospel which 
I have written, taught, and preached, drawing upon the sayings and positions of the holy 
doctors, I am ready to die today.” 

Jan Hus 1369 - 6 July 1415, often referred to in English as John Hus or John Huss, was a 
Czech priest, philosopher, early Christian reformer and Master at Charles University in 
Prague. After John Wycliffe, the theorist of ecclesiastical Reformation, Hus is considered 
the first Church reformer, as he lived before Luther, Calvin and Zwingli. 


Hus was a key predecessor to Protestantism, and his teachings had a strong influence on 
the states of Western Europe, most immediately in the approval of a reformist Bohemian 
religious denomination, and, more than a century later, on Martin Luther himself. He was 
burned at the stake for heresy against the doctrines of the Catholic Church, including those 
on ecclesiology, the Eucharist, and other theological topics. 

After his execution in 1415, the followers of Hus's religious teachings (known as Hussites) 
rebelled against their Roman Catholic rulers and defeated five consecutive papal crusades 
between 1420 and 1431 in what became known as the Hussite Wars. After a century as 
many as 90% of inhabitants of the Czech lands were non-Catholic and some still followed 
the teachings of Hus. 
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William Tyndale 



illiam Tyndale most known for his translation of the Bible into English, William 
W Tyndale was a reformer who stood against many teachings of the Catholic Church 
and opposed King Henry VIII’s divorce, which was one of the major issues in the 
Reformation. Tyndale’s English translation of the Bible was the first to draw significantly 
from the original languages. 

Tyndale was choked to death while tied to the stake and then his dead body was burned. 
The date of commemoration of Tyndale’s martyrdom is October 6, 1536 but he probably 
died a few weeks earlier than that. 



207 


William Tyndale was an English scholar who became a leading figure in Protestant reform 
in the years leading up to his execution. He is well known for his translation of the Bible 
into English 

William Tyndale sometimes spelled Tynsdale, Tindall, Tindill, Tyndall; c. 1494-1536) was 
an English scholar who became a leading figure in Protestant reform in the years leading 
up to his execution. He is well known for his translation of the Bible into English. He was 
influenced by the work of Desiderius Erasmus, who made the Greek New Testament 
available in Europe, and by Martin Luther. While a number of partial translations had 
been made from the seventh century onward, the spread of Wycliffe's Bible resulted in a 
death sentence for any unlicensed possession of Scripture in English — even though 
translations in all other major European languages had been accomplished and made 
available. Tyndale's translation was the first English Bible to draw directly from Hebrew 
and Greek texts, the first English one to take advantage of the printing press, and first of 
the new English Bibles of the Reformation. It was taken to be a direct challenge to the 
hegemony of both the Church of England and the laws of England to maintain the church's 
position. In 1530, Tyndale also wrote The Practyse of Prelates, opposing Henry VIII's 
divorce from Catherine of Aragon on the grounds that it contravened Scripture. 


Reuchlin's Hebrew grammar was published in 1506. Tyndale worked in an age in which 
Greek was available to the European scholarly community for the first time in centuries. 
Erasmus compiled and edited Greek Scriptures into the Textus Receptus — ironically, to 
improve upon the Latin Vulgate — following the Renaissance-fueling Fall of Constantinople 
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in 1453 and the dispersion of Greek-speaking intellectuals and texts into a Europe which 
previously had no access to them. When a copy of The Obedience of a Christian Man fell 
into the hands of Henry VIII, the king found the rationale to break the Church in England 
from the Roman Catholic Church in 1534. 

In 1535 Tyndale was arrested and jailed in the castle of Vilvoorde (Filford) outside Brussels 
for over a year. In 1536 he was convicted of heresy and executed by strangulation, after 
which his body was burnt at the stake. His dying prayer that the King of England's eyes 
would be opened seemed to find its fulfillment just two years later with Henry's 
authorization of the Great Bible for the Church of England — which was largely Tyndale's 
own work. Hence, the Tyndale Bible, as it was known, continued to play a key role in 
spreading Reformation ideas across the English-speaking world and, eventually, to the 
British Empire. 


In 1611 the 54 scholars who produced the King James Bible drew significantly from 
Tyndale, as well as from translations that descended from his. One estimate suggests the 
New Testament in the King James Version is 83% Tyndale's and the Old Testament 76%. 
With his translation of the Bible the first to be printed in English, and a model for 
subsequent English translations, in 2002, Tyndale was placed at number 26 in the BBC's 
poll of the 100 Greatest Britons. 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



astor Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed on June 9, 1945. I hesitated to include 
Bonhoeffer in this list because he was not martyred strictly for his Christian beliefs. He 
was executed because of his involvement in the July 20 Plot to kill Adolf Hitler. 
Bonhoeffer staunchly opposed Hitler’s treatment of the Jews. As a Christian pastor he 
could not sit idly by and watch the murder of so many men and women. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was hanged just two weeks before soldiers from the United States 
liberated the concentration camp in which he was held. 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, and 
key founding member of the Confessing Church. His writings on Christianity's role in the 
secular world have become widely influential, and his book The Cost of Discipleship 
became a modern classic. 

Apart from his theological writings, Bonhoeffer was known for his staunch resistance to the 
Nazi dictatorship, including vocal opposition to Hitler's euthanasia program and genocidal 
persecution of the Jews. He was arrested in April 1943 by the Gestapo and imprisoned at 
Tegel prison for one and a half years. Later he was transferred to a Nazi concentration 
camp. After being associated with the plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler, he was quickly tried, 
along with other accused plotters, including former members of the Abwehr (the German 
Military Intelligence Office), and then executed by hanging on 9 April 1945 as the Nazi 
regime was collapsing. 
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Saint Sebastian 


aint Sebastian was an early 

S"“ “ “ 

According to Christian belief, he 
was killed during the Roman emperor 
Diocletian's persecution of Christians. 

Saint Sebastian died c. 288, was an 
early Christian saint and martyr. 
According to Christian belief, he was 
killed during the Roman emperor 
Diocletian's persecution of Christians. 
He is commonly depicted in art and 
literature tied to a post or tree and 
shot with arrows. Despite this being 
the most common artistic depiction of Sebastian, he was, according to legend, rescued and 
healed by Irene of Rome. Shortly afterwards he went to Diocletian to warn him about his 
sins, and as a result was clubbed to death. He is venerated in the Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches. 

The details of Saint Sebastian's martyrdom were first spoken of by 4th-century bishop 
Ambrose of Milan (Saint Ambrose), in his sermon (number 22) on Psalm 118. Ambrose 
stated that Sebastian came from Milan and that he was already venerated there at that 
time. Saint Sebastian is a popular male saint, especially among athletes. 
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Catherine of Alexandria 


aint Catherine of Alexandria, also known as 
Saint Catherine of the Wheel and The Great 
Martyr Saint Catherine is, according to 
tradition, a Christian saint and virgin, who was 
martyred in the early 4th century at the hands of the 
pagan emperor Maxentius. According to her 
hagiography, she was both a princess and a noted 
scholar, who became a Christian around the age of 
fourteen, and converted hundreds of people to 
Christianity. She was martyred around the age of 
18. Over 1,100 years following her martyrdom, St. 
Joan of Arc identified Catherine as one of the Saints 
who appeared to her and counseled her. 



The Eastern Orthodox Church venerates her as a Great Martyr, and celebrates her feast 
day on 24 or 25 November (depending on the local tradition). In the Catholic Church she is 
traditionally revered as one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers. In 1969 the Catholic Church 
removed her feast day from the General Roman Calendar; however, she continued to be 
commemorated in the Roman Martyrology on 25 November. In 2002, her feast was 
restored to the General Roman Calendar as an optional memorial. 
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Jerome of Prague 



erome of Prague was a Czech church reformer and one of the chief followers of Jan 
Hus who was burned for heresy at the Council of Constance. He is often called 
Hieronymus the Latin form of his first name. 

Jerome was born in Prague, Bohemia (now the Czech Republic) in 1379 and graduated 
from the University of Prague in 1398. He later studied at Oxford University where he first 
became familiar with the reformist teachings of John Wycliffe. He was a philosopher, 
theologian, university professor, and church reformer who dedicated his life to eradicate 
those church doctrines and dogmas he found to be corrupt. He was constantly in and out of 
jail. His radical ideas eventually brought about his death by execution as a heretic to the 
church, but made him a martyr for the Protestant Reformation and followers of Jan Hus, 
known as Hussites. 

He was well-educated and spent most of his life traveling, trying to incite religious reform 
in various cities. It was for his criticisms rather than heresy that he was martyred. 


Devasahayam Pillai 



lessed Devasahayam Pillai 1712-1752, born Neelakanta Pillai in southern India, is a 
B-— - the La «n Catholic chncch. Bonn into a Hindu rand* in the tSth 

century, he converted to Christianity and is considered a martyr of the Christian 
faith. Pillai was an official in the court of the king of Travancore, Maharaja Marthanda 
Varma, when he came under the influence of Dutch naval commander, Captain Eustachius 
De Lannoy, who instructed him in the Catholic faith. He is believed to have been killed by 
the then Travancore state for upholding his Christian faith. 
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In 2004, at the request of the diocese of Kottar, Tamil Nadu Bishops' Council (TNBC) and 
the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI) recommended Devasahayam Pillai for 
the process of beatification to the Vatican. Some Hindu groups objected to this initiative on 
the grounds that there was no evidence of religious persecution in Travancore during that 
period, and that Pillai was executed for sedition. However, documents dating back to 
period of Devasahayam Pillai show that conversion of court officials to Christianity was not 
tolerated. 


On 28 June 2012, Pope Benedict XVI authorized the Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
to promulgate a decree regarding the martyrdom of Devasahayam Pillai and he was 
referred to as “Venerable”. 


On 2 December 2012, a ceremony of beatification and declaration of martyrdom was held 
in Nagercoil, in the Roman Catholic diocese of Kottar in Southern India, presided over by 
Angelo Cardinal Amato, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, acting as 
papal delegate. Devasahayam Pillai is the first lay man to be elevated to the rank of 
“Blessed” in India, the step preceding raising a person to Sainthood under the Canon Law 
of the Catholic Church. 
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Cross to Crown 



To receive the crown we need to go through the cross 


Then Jesus said to his disciples, whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me - Matthew 16:24 


“No Cross - No Crown” 



When you start to live for the God, than the experiences of cross will start 


Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution - 2 

Timothy 3:12 


We need not worry for that, God will be with us and guide us to stand for Him. 


Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me - Psalm 50:15 


The LORD will keep you from all harm he will watch over your life - Psalm 121:7 
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od’s protection will be there for us all times when we are going through the 
G experiences of the cross. Besides that we need to maintain certain things which will 
help us to stand for God even in the times of cross experiences. 


First thing is the prayer life. In all of books I mentioned somewhere about my prayer life. 
Every day I will get up by four thirty in the early morning for the prayers. I am continuing 
this prayer life from the day when I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal savior. Those 
prayers only making me to stand in any kind of cross experiences. Even in this sixty three 
years of age I am passing through the experience of the cross every day. Prayer less person 
is the powerless person. We will get the power through the prayer to stand in the times of 
experiences of cross. 


We must learn to depend on God for every need. We should not use our own mind. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding - Proverbs 3:5 


Do not stop the God’s work because of the cross experiences. Be bold and continue 
to live for God as the living witness. 


Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is 

not in vain - 1 Corinthians 15:58 
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God is holy; we were bound to live holy to keep the relation with Him, God also demanding 

us to live holy. 

Be Holy: Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace 
to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do 
not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy - 

1 Peter 1:13-16 

Do not give up: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and the perfecter of our faith. 
Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners 
such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted - Hebrews 

12:1-3 

We must always remember the life of Job, how he was stood in the great experiences of the 
cross. That made him to receive the great blessings from the God. 

The LORD blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the former part. He had fourteen 
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys - 

Job 42:12 

When we stood for God in the times of cross experiences, there we will receive the crown 
from the God. Let us see some crowns mentioned in the Bible. 
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Crowns mentioned in the Bible 


Crown of Righteousness 

Loved the Lord’s Appearing - 2 Timothy 4:8 

The Crown of Righteousness is mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:8 

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for 

his appearing - 2 Timothy 4:8 

A nd it was promised to those who love and anticipate the Second Coming of Christ. 
Those Christians desire intimacy with God. 

To those who love the appearing of Christ, who anxiously wait and look forward to the day 
when He will return for His saints. This crown is given to those who have lived a good and 
righteous life for God while living down here on earth. 




Crown of righteousness through the Cross 


Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 

appearing - 2 Timothy 4:8 
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Incorruptible Crown 


Disciplined Bodies / Self-Control - 1 Corinthians 9:25-27 

The Incorruptible Crown is also known as the Imperishable Crown, and is referenced in 1 

Corinthians 9:25 


veryone who competes in the games 
| C oes into strict training. They do it to 
get a crown that will not last, but we 
do it to get a crown that will last forever. 
This epistle, written by Paul of Tarsus, 
deems this crown “imperishable” in order 
to contrast it with the temporal awards 
Paul's contemporaries pursued. It is 
therefore given to those individuals who 
demonstrate “self-denial and 


perseverance’ 



The Need for Self-Discipline: Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only 
one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the 
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to 
get a crown that will last forever - 1 Cor. 9:24 & 25. 


This is also called the imperishable crown. This crown is given to believers who faithfully 
run the race, who crucify every selfish desire in the flesh. 
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Crown of Life 



Endured Patiently Thru Trials - James 1:12, Rev 2:10 


he Crown of Life is referred to in James 1:12 & Revelation 2:10; it is bestowed upon 
^ ^ ^ those who persevere under trials. Jesus references this crown when he tells the 
Church in Smyrna to not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. Be faithful even 
to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

James 1:12. For those believers who endure trials, tribulations, and severe suffering, even 
unto death Revelation. 2:8 - 11. This crown is also referred to as the martyr's crown. 
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Crown of life through the Cross 


Blessed is the man that endured temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him - James 1:12 

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast [some] of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life - Revelation 2:10 
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Crown of Glory 


Godly Leaders Who Were Example’s to Flock - 1 Pet 5:2 - 4 

The Crown of Glory is discussed in 1 Peter 5:4 and is granted to Christian clergy, who 
shepherd the flock in unselfish love being a good example to others, 1 Peter 5:2-3 


1 Peter 5:1-4: This is the pastor’s crown and will be given to the ministers who faithfully 
feed the flock of God. . This probably could also include preachers, teachers, Sunday school 
teachers, missionaries and all those who teach the Word of God in their respective 

ministries. 



Crown of glory through the Cross 


Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the 

hand of thy God - Isaiah 62:3 

When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 

away - 1 Peter 5:4 

In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, 

unto the residue of his people - Isaiah 28:5 




Crown of Exultation (Rejoicing) 


Soul Winners Crown - 1 Thessalonians 2:19; Daniel 12:3 

The Crown of Exultation is also known as the Crown of Rejoicing. Delineated in 1 
Thessalonians 2:19 and Philippians 4:1: It is given to the people who engage in evangelism 
of those outside the Christian Church. In the New Testament, Paul earns this crown after 
winning the Thessalonians to faith in Jesus. 

For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy -1 

Thessalonians 2:19-20 

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many 
to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever - Daniel 12:3 

To those who faithfully are witnesses to the saving grace of God and leads souls to Jesus. 
This crown has also been named the soul winner's crown. 
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A crown through the Cross 


I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given 
unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer - Revelation 6:2 



ohn saw in these visions was a series of pictures, drawn on successive portions of the 
volume as one seal was broken after another; or whether the description of the horses 
and of the events was written on the volume. 


So that John read it himself, or heard it read by another; or whether the opening of the seal 
was merely the occasion of a scenic representation, in which a succession of horses was 
introduced, with a written statement of the events which are referred, forth conquering, 
and to conquer. 

This crown stands for the conquering, and to conquer. My spiritual father always tells me 
that we are more than conquerors. When we go through the experience of the cross, God 
leads us to conquer and makes us the conquerors. I had this kind of experience in my life 
abundantly. 


The crown which will never Steel 


Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown 

Revelation 3:11 


he experience of the cross will leads 

T us to get the crown. Here on the face 
of earth there will be the point of 
steeling the things, mostly the things 
like the glory and honor of someone which 
have the shapes like the crown. But here 
the crown as the result of the cross will 
never steeled by anyone. The spiritual 
blessings from God will never steeled by anyone. 

Coming to my life and ministry, I was betrayed by the people many times. When I was in 
the Baptist church, I use to work among the poor people. At one time their thatched houses 
where they live were burnt in the fire accident. They were about ten families from our 
church. They have lost everything. They have no utensils to cook also. I and my wife 
purchased the needful utensils for them to meet emergency need. We made them as the 
packed units and gave them. That was purely our own interest with own earnings. When 
the head of the Baptist church came to know about that, he told those people who got that 
help, that he sent the help from the church. Than the people who received the help thought 
that we tried to steal the glory of the church and its charitableness. There we found how the 
people steel our crown. But the crown given by the God will never steel by anyone. 
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Crown of gold through the Cross 


And round about the throne [were] four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four 
and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of 

gold - Revelation 4:4 



ere we see this crowns of the gold on the heads of the elders at the heaven. The glory 
H was given to them by God. They were also clothed in white raiment. These things 
speak about the glory of people who will receive in the heaven. Those who pass 
through the cross experiences were be blessed a lot with every mighty blessing in the 
heaven where they stand permanently. The crown of gold is one of the great gift from the 
living God in the heaven. 


Casting the crowns of Cross 


The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him 
that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying - Revelation 

4:10 



ere we see they cast their crowns before the throne. The crowns given by the God 
H are not more than the God. They were given by the God for the God. Here we all 
need to learn a lesson, God bless His children by pleasing with their work for Him. 
Most of the people in the Bible history and also in the present days, when they receive the 
honor and the glory from God, some people acted like the Gods by forgetting the God and 
His glory. I have seen such people were ended their lives in the tragedy way. Glory and 
honor must go to God. 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created 
all things, and by your will they were created and have their being - Revelation 4:11 
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Male infant were first Heroes of Cross 


When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave 
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, 
in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi - Matthew 2:16 


D id Herod order the murder of boy babies at the time of Jesus birth? 
Why would he do such a thing? 




Yes he did order the death of all male children two years old and younger in the vicinity of 
Bethlehem. 

We were not told specifically why Herod wanted to kill Jesus, but it was reasonable 
suppose that being Edomites (a descendant of Esau), he feared that the birth of a boy who 
could lay legitimate claim to the throne of Judah would, in time; end his dynasty as kings of 
Judaea. 

The time of Jesus birth fitted in with the seventy weeks prophecy of Daniel. 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment 
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 

times - Daniel 9:24 - 25 

The prophetic weeks are weeks of years making some 483 [(7+62) x7] years counting from 
the time of the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Messiah the Prince. The commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem is recorded in 
Nehemiah. 

Then the king said unto me, for what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. And I said unto the king, if it pleases the king, and if thy servant has found favor in 
thy sight, that thou would send me unto Judah, unto the city of my father’s sepulchers, that 
I may build it. And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) for how long 
shall thy journey be? And when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I 
set him a time. Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to 
the governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah; And a 
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letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the 
city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the 
good hand of my God upon me - Nehemiah 2:4 - 8 

Messiah the Prince was to be of the line of David and restore David’s throne. This would be 
understood by Herod. 

Daniel’s prophecy was given in Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar had made him master of the 
magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. 

There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom the spirit of the holy Gods. Whom the king 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father, made master of the magicians - Daniel 5:11 

The word used for magicians in Daniel 5:11 in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the 
Old Testament) was ‘magi’. This same word is used in Matthew and translated “wise men”. 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem - Matthew 2:1 
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The men came from the east and it is not unreasonable to believe that they came from 
Babylon and knew the prophecy given by Daniel. They knew that the time period was 
nearing its end and they had observed the appearance of a new star in the night sky. 

From the context they came to Jerusalem because they understood that the star indicated 
the birth of one born to be the king of the Jews. 

Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are 

come to worship him - Matthew 2:2 

Herod asks the Jews where Christ (anointed - Greek for Messiah) would be born. 

When he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded 
of them where Christ should be born - Matthew 2:4 
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The Jews point him to Micah’s prophecy which in the Masoretic text reads: 


thou, Bethlehem Ephrata though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 

from of old, from everlasting - Micah 5:2 


And thou, Bethlehem, house of Ephratha, art few in number to be reckoned among the 
thousands of Juda; yet out of thee shall one come forth to me, to be a ruler of Israel; and 
his goings forth were from the beginning, even from eternity - Micah 5:2 


They said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 6 And 
thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of 
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel - Matthew 2:5 


Herod correctly believes this to be the promised birth of the Messiah who is destined to rule 
over all Israel. He tries to ascertain the birth date from the wise men who will have taken 
several months to reach Jerusalem. 

Then Herod, when he had privacy called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what 

time the star appeared - Matthew 2:7 

He then tries subterfuge to get the wise men to locate the child for him. 


He sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and 
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also - 

Matthew 2:8 
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He is thwarted because God intervenes. 

Being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into 

their own country another way - Matthew 2:12 

Herod uses the date of the star’s appearance to order the death of all the male children in 
Bethlehem up to 2 years old to try to kill the promised king of Israel. 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and 
sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, 
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from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of 

the wise men - Matthew 2:16 

This fulfills another Old Testament prophecy. 

Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was 
there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for 
her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not - Matthew 2:17 - 18 

Thus saith the LORD! A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; 
Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were 
not - Jeremiah 31:15 
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What made the king Herod to kill the male Children? 


hat made the king Herod to kill the boy children of the age below the two years? Is 
W that only because another king is coming, say that he kingship may affect. If we go 
through the story of their origin we could find some facts. The book of Obadiah 
will speak a lot about their story. 

The vision of Obadiah: This is what the Sovereign Lord says about Edom. We have heard a 
message from the Lord: An envoy was sent to the nations to say, “Rise, let us go against her 
for battle” “See, I will make you small among the nations; you will be utterly despised. The 
pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks and make your 
home on the heights, you who say to yourself, ‘Who can bring me down to the ground? 
Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among the stars, from there I will bring 
you down,” declares the Lord. If thieves came to you, if robbers in the night oh, what a 
disaster awaits you! Would they not steal only as much as they wanted? If grape pickers 
came to you, would they not leave a few grapes? But how Esau will be ransacked, his 
hidden treasures pillaged. All your allies will force you to the border; your friends will 
deceive and overpower you; those who eat your bread will set a trap for you, but you will 
not detect it. “In that day,” declares the Lord, “will I not destroy the wise men of Edom, 
those of understanding in the mountains of Esau? Your warriors, Teman, will be terrified, 
and everyone in Esau’s mountains will be cut down in the slaughter. Because of the 
violence against your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame; you will be destroyed 
forever. On the day you stood aloof while strangers carried off his wealth and foreigners 
entered his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them. You should not 




gloat over your brother in the day of his misfortune, nor rejoice over the people of Judah in 
the day of their destruction, nor boast so much in the day of their trouble. You should not 
march through the gates of my people in the day of their disaster, nor gloat over them in 
their calamity in the day of their disaster, nor seize their wealth in the day of their disaster. 
You should not wait at the crossroads to cut down their fugitives, nor hand over their 
survivors in the day of their trouble. “The day of the Lord is near for all nations. As you 
have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head. Just as you 
drank on my holy hill, so all the nations will drink continually; they will drink and drink 
and be as if they had never been. But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, 
and Jacob will possess his inheritance. Jacob will be a fire and Joseph a flame; Esau will be 
stubble, and they will set him on fire and destroy him. There will be no survivors from 
Esau.” The Lord has spoken. People from the Negev will occupy the mountains of Esau, 
and people from the foothills will possess the land of the Philistines. They will occupy the 
fields of Ephraim and Samaria, and Benjamin will possess Gilead. This company of 
Israelite exiles who are in Canaan will possess the land as far as Zarephath; the exiles from 
Jerusalem who are in Sepharad will possess the towns of the Negev. Deliverers will go up 
on Mount Zion to govern the mountains of Esau. And the kingdom will be the Lord’s - The 
book of Obadiah. 

The book of Obadiah is based on a prophetic vision concerning the fall of Edom, a 
mountain dwelling nation, hose Founding Father was Esau. Obadiah describes an 
encounter with God who addresses Edom’s arrogance and charges them for their violent 
actions against their brother nation, the House of Jacob. The western half of ancient Edom 
is the Negev desert all the way to Eilat, all part of modern Israel. The eastern half is 
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possessed by the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan. In the days of Obadiah, the Edomites lived 
along the cliffs and mountaintops of the arid land south of the Dead Sea, all the way to the 
Gulf of Aqaba on the Red Sea. There was very little in the way of arable land, so the 
Edomites made their living supporting (and controlling) the main caravan route between 
Egypt and Babylon that passed through their whole land. Throughout most of the history 
of Judah, Edom was controlled absolutely from Jerusalem as a vassal state. Among the 
heathen great powers, Edom was held in low regard. Obadiah said that the high elevation 
of their dwelling place in the mountains of Seir had gone to their head, and they had puffed 
themselves up in pride. "Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among the 
stars, from there I will bring you down," declares the Lord. In 597 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar 
II sacked Jerusalem, carted away the King of Judea and installed a puppet ruler. The 
Edomites helped the Babylonians loot the city. Obadiah, writing this prophecy around 590 
BCE, suggests the Edomites should have remembered that blood was thicker than water. 
"'On the day you stood aloof while strangers carried off his wealth and foreigners entered 
his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them... You should not march 
through the gates of my people in the day of their disaster, or gloat over them in their 
calamity in the day of their disaster, nor seize their wealth in the day of their disaster. 
Obadiah said in judgment God would wipe out the house of Esau forever, and not even a 
remnant would remain. The Edomites' land would be possessed by Egypt and they would 
cease to exist as a people. But the Day of the Lord was at hand for all nations, and someday 
the children of Israel would return from their exile and possess the land of Edom. 

The enmity was there in the deep in those days between the Edomites and the Israelites. 
Edomites were so evil towards the Israelites. Their motto was to destroy the Israelites. They 
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did their best to demerge them. Coming to the king Herod, as he was the Edomite, we could 
say that their forefather’s enmity was shown here to kill the male children to destroy the 
generation of the Israelites. Whatever the reason may be, he made the little children as the 
martyrs. 



Ancient Edom 
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Edom and Idumea are two related but distinct terms relating to a historically contiguous 
population, but two separate, if adjacent, territories occupied at different periods of their 
history by the Edomites/Idumeans. The Edomites first established a biblical kingdom 
("Edom") in the southern area of modern Jordan, and later migrated into southern parts 
of the Kingdom of Judah. 



Ancient Israel and Judah 


Israel and Judah were related Iron Age kingdoms of the ancient Levant. 

The Jews fulfilled the rest of the prophecy of Daniel by ‘cutting off 5 or killing their 
Messiah. In consequence the Mosaic Covenant (the sacrifice and the oblation) ceased, the 
Temple was destroyed and the Jews made desolate by the Romans. 
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After threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people 
of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall 
confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon 

the desolate - Daniel 9:26 - 27 

So the Jews were made desolate and Jerusalem is to be trodden down by the gentiles until 
the time of the gentiles is fulfilled. 

When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof 
is nigh. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all 
nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 

Gentiles are fulfilled - Luke 21:20 & 24 

Christ will rule upon the throne of his Father David when he returns to raise the dead, 
restore the kingdom of Israel and rule the earth in righteousness. 

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end - Luke 1:32 - 33 



245 


Teachings through cross 


The redemption of the cross 


Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us - Galatians 

3 : 13 . 



e have the redemption from curse of the law through the cross. Christ Jesus died 
W for us to save from sins and curse. There is no other way for us to get the 
redemption. Lot of people ignore this fact and go here and there for the 
redemption where they do not get. 
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Coming to my life and ministry, during my travel in the India, I was happened to visit one 
of the biggest cities in our state called Vijayawada. While I was travelling in the city bus, 
one young man who was travelling with me was a social worker. When he came to know 
that I was the pastor, he asked me one question. Sir I visit the prison to do the counseling to 
the prisoners. One thing I was noticed there, that the prisoners come from different 
religions, but everyone worships the Jesus in the prayer hall. In the prayer hall there will 
be the pictures of every other God’s. I questioned many pastors about this. Why they are 
all worshiping the Jesus instead of their God’s. No one gave the right answer. Will you 
please tell me, what was the reason? I did little smile and told him, that the answer was 
very simple. He said is that so simple? I said yes, and told him like this. One of the major 
religions of India speaks that the God came in ten manifestations to redeem the good people 
and to punish the bad people. How can this prisoner worship such God, because he was 
already declared as the bad person by the law? Coming to another religion, the God 
punishes the people in very bad way. The God acts like the dictator. Also they implement 
the punishments after their prayers to God. Coming to the Jesus, the meaning for Jesus 
itself was the savior. He came to save the sinners. They like the God who can redeem then 
from their sins and accept them as His children. That was the power of cross to give the 
redemption. That was made the prisoners to accept Jesus Christ as their personal savior. 
The young man was well satisfied with that answer. 

I personally experienced that in my life. When I accepted Jesus as my personal savior, He 
redeemed me from all the sins and the curse. There was the great redemption for the 
mankind at the cross. 
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The fellowship of the cross 


That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death - Philippians 3:10 



his is very important for the children of God. People are having the fellowship but 
^ ^ ^ there is no experience of the cross. Unless someone has the experience of the cross, will 
be the different person. Most of the people love to have the fellowship like the social 
gathering. This is what happening around the globe in these days. People love God in their 
own way. They do not like to go through the experience of the cross. When the people have 
the experience of cross, there the real fellowship will take place. When we have the cross 
experience, there we will be humble our self and love other with the real heart. Coming to 
my life and ministry, I have seen many people in our church and the ministry; they were 
good as long as they were not hurt in the heart. Once their ego hurts, there they will come 
with their real colors. Some act very bad like ghosts. Some try to disturb the church and 
the ministry. In this long journey of my life, I have seen many people, who damaged the 


ministry with their evil acts. 


They may not destroy the God’s works, but they do the same part of the damage. The 
reason for all this kind of things was only that they have not gone through the experience of 
the cross. The people who had the cross experience, there they will have the real fellowship. 
That will be like little heaven on the face of the earth. 


Crucified with Christ 

I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me 

Galatians 2:20. 
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was an important thing in the lives of the believers. St. Paul experienced in his life 
and told the church to follow that. In these days we cannot this kind of experience 
even in the so called popular speakers and the servants of God. Most of the people were 
love to expose themselves more than God. They speak more about themselves on 
televisions. Once you have the experience of crucifixion in the life then you can be the good 
servant of God. If someone do not have that experience and speak more about themselves 
and focus as the Gods, there the God will deal such people and lead them to the experience 
of cross in His own way. 


I know one great man of God who focuses more on the healing than the message of 
salvation, and making big monies in the name of Jesus, dealt by God in the pathetic 
experience, while he was travelling to the other city for the large meetings. He met with an 
accident and lost his one and only daughter. He was also hospitalized with wounds. That 
experience led him to the experience of the crucifixion and he did the great ministry after 
that experience. I request all the people who are reading this book do not proud in the 
ministry, go through the experience of crucified with Christ; there you can do the great 
ministry which pleases God. 
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Crucified to the World 


Far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world - Galatians 6:14 



e must Crucified to the world. Otherwise we were in the great trouble. There was 
W W the great temptation in the world. What is in the world? 


Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the 
Father is not in them. For everything in the world the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life comes not from the Father but from the world - 1 John 2:15 - 16 
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Lust of the flesh is the very dangerous things which will spoil the body and the spirit. 
Unless we crucify for that, we cannot live holy to the living God. Once we crucify to this 
world, there we will become the eunuch for the sake of the God’s ministry. 


There are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are 
eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made 
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He, who is able to accept this, let 

him accept it - Matthew 19:12 


Lust of the eye will lead us to the temptation and to the destruction. In the beginning Eve 
was tempted with the lust of the eye and brought the destruction to the entire mankind. 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate - Genesis 3:6 

Pride of life will not fulfill the plans of God in our lives. Many people were destroyed 
themselves with the pride. For this reason everyone must crucify to the world, there they 
can live as the beloved children of God. 

A man's pride shall bring him low: but honor shall uphold the humble in spirit - Proverbs 

29:23 

Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall - Proverbs 16:18 
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Bearing the Cross 


Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus: Then Jesus told his disciples, if anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in 

return for his soul? - Matthew 16:24 - 26 



earing the cross is an important point in the believer’s life. Most of the people think 

^ ^ that the life is bed of roses. As the matter of fact life is not the bed of roses. Coming 
to the spiritual life, it is very difficult one to carry. The cross experience will 
humbles us and take to the situations where we need to keep silence even in the wounds in 
the body and in the spirit. I have seen many people who came to the ministry and left the 
Jesus forever, when they faced the troubles and the shames in the life. Coming to the life of 
disciples whom Jesus sent them to spread the Gospel to the mankind, when they faced the 
troubles, they left Jesus forever. 

Many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him - John 6:66 
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Self-Denial 


Then said Jesus unto His disciples, 'If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow Me —Matthew 16:24. 



Self-denial: The denial of one's own interests and needs; 
self-sacrifice: This was an important stage for the 
believer to follow Jesus. Most of the God servants are 
also failing in their life due to this great weakness. What I 
have seen in my whole life was this, in the lives of the 
God’s children and in the lives of the God’s servants, 
they want to do everything according to their will and 
wish, coming to the life of Job, he spoke many things 
before encounter the God, as soon as he was encounter 
the God, he gave the deferent statement as he was the 
dead person. 


Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. You 
said, Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me. My ears 
had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself and repent in 

dust and ashes - Job 42: 3-6 

his kind of thing happened in my life and ministry also, when I was self-denied myself 
^ ^ ^ in front of the Living God, there the mercy of God came on me to turn the whole life 
into the right direction. It made me so strong in the spiritual life. Self-denial only 
made me strong in the spiritual life. This experience we will get only at the cross. 
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Follow Me 


Then Jesus, beholding him, loved him, and said: One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and come, take up the cross, and follow Me - Mark 10:21. 



olio wing Jesus is not an easy task. Here we see the rich man who wants to follow 
Jesus. He wants to follow Jesus in his own way. Jesus knows the problem in his life 
and told him “sell whatsoever thou hast, and come, take up the cross, and follow Me”. 
As he was rich man, he gone back. He wants to follow Jesus in his own way. These kinds of 
things are happening even in these days. People were unable to follow Jesus by loving their 
riches more than God. Some are coming to the ministry to make big monies. Coming to my 
life and the ministry, at present I was in that situation just follow Jesus; not to love 
anything in this world. God molded me in such a way just to see Him all times and walk 
according to His will to fulfill the plans of Him in my life. The cross experience only makes 
us to follow the Jesus according to His plans. 


A grain of Wheat 


Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth 
by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit. He that loveth his life loseth it; and he 
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal - John 12:24-25 



hen we want to grow more in the spiritual life, we must go to this experience. 
W Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it will not grow more. Our past 
nature must die. The nature of the worldliness should die. Many people try to live 
according to their own way. They were not aware of the scriptures about the new creation. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 

here - 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Old habits and the deeds should die. This can be done only at the cross. We need to go to 
the cross to become the new creation. When our old nature dies, there we will grow more 
and more in the spiritual life to stand as the living witness to the living God. This was 
exactly happened in my life, when I die with the old natures and its habits. 
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Thy will be Done 


O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, 

but as Thou will - Matthew 26:39. 



ere in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus reveling the truth to the mankind to follow 

H in their lives. As the matter of fact, that was the prayer of Jesus to the father. The 
cup was the sins and the trespass of the entire mankind from the beginning of Adam 
and to the last person on face of the earth. It was the great task for Him to bear. He 
came to face of the earth in the form of flesh to do that only. As he was in the human body, 
it could be the big task for Him, but He must bear that to fulfill His project. That was 
purely the story of Jesus. We have nothing to do with that, but this was the great teaching 
to us to surrender to the living God for His will in our lives. Most of the people will make a 
plan themselves and ask God to approve that. Once it was not done, they go back in the 
faith and blame God for their failures. I myself in my life learned this lesson practically to 
surrender to the God for His will to be done in my life. When I surrendered to God for 
everything in my life, there he started to work through me for the fulfillment of His plans 
in my life. 



257 


The love of the Cross 


hen said Jesus: Father, 

^ ^ ^ forgive them; for they know 
not what they do - Luke 23:34 

The first word was on the cross was 
forgiving them; for they know not 
what they do. As the matter of fact 
Jesus was going on speaking on the 
cross. The Holy Ghost kept seven 
words from that for spiritual betterment of the whole mankind. The first word belongs to 
the Jews, Pilate saying that your people only asking to crucify you. 

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead uproar was starting, he took 
water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. I am innocent of this man’s blood, he 
said. It is your responsibility. All the people answered, His blood is on us and on our 

children - Matthew 27:24-25 

Here the Jews do not know what there are doing. As the God and redeemer of them, Jesus 
prayed to the Father to forgive them. There He was showing the love towards His children, 
this love not only to the Jews, but also for us. Many times we also do not know what we are 
doing. As the scriptures says. 

God's name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you - Romans 2:24 

In every situation God loves every one of us; that was the love of God on the cross. His love 
forgives our sins and mistakes to live for Him. 
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The sacrifice of the Cross 


My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? - I thirst - It is finished - Matthew 27:46 


The Death of Jesus 

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, I am thirsty. A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge 
in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus lips. When he had 
received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up 

his spirit.-John 19:28 - 30 



ere we see the sacrifice of Jesus towards mankind. He gave the body and blood for 

IT 

■ H entire mankind. There we see the love and sacrifice of Him, that sacrifice makes the 
way for the salvation to the entire mankind. Here Jesus was teaching a great lesson to 
the entire mankind to show the love of God through our lives. 


In my life and ministry, I have seen many people who do not know the meaning of the 
sacrifice. I have seen some fathers who do not care their children. They do not want to 
sacrifice anything for the others including to their own children. In the other words they 
live for themselves. Coming to my father, we have seen the great sacrifice of him towards 
us. There were the situations that our father uses to buy clothes for us, when he got no good 
clothes for him. We have seen the God’s love and sacrifice in my father’s life towards us. 
When he died, we all cried like little children, due to his love and sacrifice towards us. On 
the tomb of him at the feet side, we wrote like this, “We owe to our father, as he sacrificed 
his life for us” 


I myself learned this sacrifice through my biological father and also mostly from the Jesus 
Christ who hanged for me on the cross. 
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The death of the Cross 


Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit. And having said this, He gave up the ghost - 

Luke 23:46. 



eath of cross teaches us a great truth, that we need to finish the race properly and to 
D handover our spirit to the living God. Unless we go into the experience of the cross, 
we cannot say that O! God take my spirit. People who do not go to the experience of 
the death of cross, they cannot say this. When the rich man dies, he worries about the 
riches and the beloved ones to get those treasures of this world. When we go to the 
experience of the death of cross, we do not see any of this world and its glitters. That kind 
of life leads someone to seek the kingdom of God. For such people they do the prayer at end 
of their journey on the face the earth to hand over their spirit to God. Coming to my life 
and the ministry, God blessed me in every area of my life according to his promises. 
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Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even 

as your soul is getting along well - 3 John 1:2 

Now I have no desire to gain something on the face of the earth which was the temporary. 
In everyday prayer I am asking God to help me to live for him till the last breath and then 
go to Him to live there forever and ever. The experience of the death of the cross only takes 
us into such stage. 


Dead to Sin 

We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein? - Romans 6:2 

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God - 1 John 3:9 



^ ^ ^ he human thoughts and the desires of heart were evil from the birth. 

God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart - Genesis 6:5-6 

We must dead to sin; otherwise we cannot live for the holy and the living God. He is holy, 
we must live holy. 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, 

because I am holy - 1 Peter 1:15-16 

How can we live holy? From where we will get this holiness, we cannot become holy 
ourselves, this will be possible only in the cross. We must go to the cross, there only we can 
dead for the sin. When we died for our sins on the cross, there only we can live the holy life 
for the living God. 

Coming to my life and ministry, I had this great experience in my life. I lived in the sin in 
the bad way during my youth stage. At one point in my life, during the education time, that 
was the ten plus two time. I was the bad guy in the college. The principal of the college 
called me once to the office and told me, he was feeling shame to have the student like me. 
The reason for his statement, I was in such a bad behavior in those days. Even my friends 
use to think that will become the very bad person to the society in the days to come. In such 
situations I was happened to encounter the living God in the year 1972, there I was died for 
the sin that turned my entire life to live holy to the living God. With personal experience I 
can tell everyone, unless we die for sin, we cannot live holy, to the Living God. 



263 



The righteousness of God 


What does Scripture say? Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness. Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an 
obligation. However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks 
of the blessedness of the one to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: Blessed 
are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered - Romans 4:3-7 
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he righteousness of God will come to us when we believe in Him. To listen, this word 

T 

M looks very easy, but it will be very difficult, when it comes to the practice. Here we 
see the Abraham, how he believed God. His belief was linked with the challenge. Medically 
there was no chance for him to have the son Isaac. Sara also was not in the situation to give 
birth to a child according to the medical grounds. 

Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, Will a son be born to a man a 
hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety? - Genesis 17:17 

For this reason Abraham was called as the father of believers. 

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed 
to all Abraham's offspring- not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have 
the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all - Romans 4:16 

Coming to my life and ministry, every day is the new day for me. Without believing in Him, 
there was nothing in front of me. I was forced to keep my belief in Him to survive on the 
face of the earth to live for Him. When we believe the Living God with all of our soul and 
heart, there will get the righteousness of God. 
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Dead with Christ 


if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him - Romans 6:8 



his was the great blessing 
for the believers, to dead 
with Christ. When we 
dead with Christ, than we will 
rise with Him. When we rise 
with Him the things will 
change in our lives. 


Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things - Colossians 3:1-2 

When we rose with Christ, there our desires and the life will go to the deferent direction to 
see and seek the things above. That leads us to the great witnessing life on the face of the 
earth to live for Christ Jesus. 

Coming to my life and ministry, Jesus Christ was blessed me to die with Him, that led me 
to live with Him. There I have received the power of resurrection which is making me to 
live for Him with the living witness for the Living God. 


Dead to the Law 


So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ that you 
might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear 
fruit for God. For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the 
law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dying to what once 
bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, 
and not in the old way of the written code - Romans 7:4 - 6 



Through the law, no one be live as righteous in the sites of God. 

Righteousness through Faith: But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood to be received by faith. He did 
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this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present 
time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. Where, then, is 
boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law, The law that requires works? No, because of 
the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from 
the works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? 
Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith 
and the uncircumcised through that same faith. Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? 

Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law - Romans 3:21 - 31 


e must dead to the law, through the law no one can be justified holy. We were 
W justified by keeping faith in the Jesus Christ. Coming to my life and ministry, I 
was purely justified by the Jesus Christ. The people who do not like me on face of 
the earth and who desires to see my destruction feel surprise to see my spiritual blessings 
and the growth. One of the such persons who was also my blood relation spoke to me one 
day in the telephone, that God will punish me very badly for the life I lived in the past. He 
also pronounced that God will kill one and only son of mine, for my sins, he do not know 
that I was dead for the law and all of my sins were forgive by the Jesus Christ, who made 
me Righteous for His glory. I am giving this message to all of you through my life 
experience, that we were dead for the law and living by the faith in Jesus Christ. 
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The flesh condemned on the Cross 


What the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh - Romans 8:3 

he God of spirit came in the form of flesh to condemned sin in the flesh. The spirit of 
God made the Adam and Eve with the flesh 
form the dust. If we observe the creation of 
human and its fall in flesh, the living God born in 
the flesh to redeem and bring the glory back. 

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness 
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the waters - Genesis 1:2 

The same spirit which was in the beginning came 
in the form of the flesh to save the mankind. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth - John 1:14 

When St. Thomas said; I do not believe unless I touch the wounds of Jesus by keeping my 
finger in to the wounds. 

Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it into my side. Stop doubting and believe - John 20:27 



Jesus condemned sin in the flesh by gave his body for the crucifixion on the cross. We were 
made holy through His flesh. 
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Alive unto Righteousness 


Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree that we, having died unto sins, 

might live unto righteousness - IPeter 2:24 



o make us righteousness He gave His 
^J^body on the cross for the entire 
mankind. Now we are becoming 
righteous through Jesus Christ. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness - 1 John 1:9 


It was the great miracle for the entire mankind to become righteous in front of Him as the 
loving and the living children. We are no more sinners when we accept Jesus as our 
personal savior. 


I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your 

sins no more - Isaiah 43:25 


As He was the God of righteous, He was also made us alive unto righteousness. We must 
bound to live righteous through the blood of Jesus which He gave for the entire mankind. 
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Followers of the Cross 


Hereby know we love, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our 

lives for the brethren - ljohn 3:16 



esus laid down His life for us on the cross to live as the brothers and sister to follow Him 
with one accord in the spirit. We can see that oneness in the spirit and in the fellowship in 


the early church, 



The Fellowship of the Believers: They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and 
had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved - Acts 2:42 - 47 


They followed the Jesus who was crucified on the cross for entire mankind. With that 
following, they did great miracles in the name of Jesus to bring the people towards the 
knowledge of Jesus for their salvation. 

When the days were passing the spirit of God reviled that the fellowship of the believers to 
follow Him and its importance. 

Not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another and all the more as you see the Day approaching - Hebrews 10:25 

This fellowship made the entire mankind to become the followers of the cross. 




To Him be the Glory 


And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father to him 
be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen - Revelation 1:5 - 6 



Glory and honor must go the God all times. 

For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! 

Amen - Romans 11:36 

To the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen - Romans 16:27 

To the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen - Jude 1:25 




esus Christ was glorified Father by fulfilling the plan of Him to save the entire 
mankind. In these days we can see that many people try to steal the glory of God. 
Some people were posing themselves as the Gods. They keep their wall posters with 
their pictures in the larger way to promote themselves and also to have the self-glory. 

We can see what happen to King Herod when he do not glorify the God. 


Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him 
down, and he was eaten by worms and died - Acts 12:23 

To Him be the glory, the entire mankind were bound to give the glory to God in every area 
of the life. 
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The blessings of the Cross 


May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which[a] the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world - Galatians 6:14 



hope I will never brag about things like that. The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ is my 
^ only reason for bragging. Through the cross of Jesus my world was crucified, and I 
died to the world (NVV) 

As the matter of fact there was no other thing, to boast for mankind than the cross. We 
have received the salvation the through the cross. We have received the power through the 
cross. We have received the love through the cross. We have received the righteousness 
through the cross. We got glory back which we lost through the Adam and Eve. For this 
great reason we have reason to boast in the cross only. 
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Heroes of cross in the book of Hebrews 


Let us go through: Hebrews 11:32 - 12:2 

nd what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson 
and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who 
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and 
routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were 
others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better 
resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 
were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They 
went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated the world was 
not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes 
in the ground. These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what 
had been promised, since God had planned something better for us so that only together 
with us would they be made perfect. 

Chapter 12: Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
Perfector of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 




Let us go through in detail with pictures: Hebrews 11:32-12:2 


What more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophet who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, received promises. 



Stopped the mouths of Lions 


(Daniels statement: My God sent his angel and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have 
not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong 

before you, Your Majesty) 
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Quenched raging Fire 



(Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego replied to him, 
King Nebuchadnezzar, we do 
not need to defend ourselves 
before you in this matter. If 
we are thrown into the 
blazing furnace, the God we 
serve is able to deliver us from 
it, and he will deliver us from 
Your Majesty’s hand) 


Escaped the edge of the Sword 


(In the past and the in the present 
many believers were escaping the edge 
of sword, through the enemies. God 
helped in the past and also helping in 
the present) 



Won strength out of Weakness 



(My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me) 



Became mighty in War 



(David ran and stood over him. He picked up Goliath’s sword and cut off his head with it. 
The Philistines saw that their hero was dead. So they turned around and ran away. Then 
the men of Israel and Judah shouted and rushed forward. They chased the Philistines to 
the entrance of Gath. They chased them to the gates of Ekron. Bodies of dead Philistines 
were scattered all along the road to Gath and Ekron. That’s the road that leads to 
Shaaraim. Israel’s army returned from chasing the Philistines. They had taken everything 

from the Philistine camp) 
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Put foreign armies to Flight 



(Samson prayed to the LORD, Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, strengthen 
me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes. 


God answered his prayer and made him as the hero) 


Women received their dead by Resurrection 



(Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead: Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. Take away the stone, he said. But, Lord, 
said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 
there four days. Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the 
glory of God? So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit 
of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me. When he had said this, 

Jesus called in a loud voice, Lazarus, come out. The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, Take off the 

grave clothes and let him go) 

i ) 
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Some were tortured, refusing to accept release that they might rise 


again to a better Life 



(So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is 
raised imperishable. Some people in that past and also in the present refusing to accept 
release that they might raise again to a better life where they live for ever and ever in the 

eternal life) 



283 


Others suffered mocking and Scourging 



(To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that you 
should follow in his steps. In this world people will mock us and make us to suffer, but if we 

practice in that we will inherit the eternal life) 
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And even chains and Imprisonment 



(Because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord 
and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear, some were kept in the prison 
with chains, which led them to have the testimony and also led that to save many peoples 

life’s) 
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They were stoned 



(When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth 
at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. Look, he said, I see heaven open and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God. At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the 
top of their voices; they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, Lord, do not hold this sin against them. When he had said this, 

he fell asleep) 
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They were sawn in Two 



(In the days of Nero, many believers were cut in to two pieces with the saw. This kind of 
things were took place in the past history also. In the present world this type of thing were 
also taking place in the Muslim countries. Even in this kind of situations, the believers were 
standing as the witness for Christ and dying as the martyrs) 
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They were killed with the Sword 





have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 


sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away) 
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They went about in skins of sheep and Goats 



(In the early church and even in these days in many occasions the believers were going on 
like this. Sometimes people wear sheep and goats skins like, in such situations to stand for 
the God. This kind of things happened in my life and the ministry also. In certain situations 
we must keep silence as the sheep also bear the pressures and the trails) 
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Destitute 



(In the early church and even in these days many believers were facing the situations of the 
Destitute. As the matter of fact one who wants to live for Jesus will have the deferent life. 
They do not seek the things on the earth. That leads them to every situation to face troubles 
to survival in the life. I have seen some God servants children do not want to come to the 
ministry by seeing the parent’s problem even for the survival in the life) 
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Afflicted 



(Afflicted by the people and by the governments for sake of ministry, in the early church it 
was happen very often in the lives of the believers, coming to my life and ministry I had 
enough experiences like, from every side, in all those affections, God protected and 
strengthened me in the spirit to carry the ministry) 
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Ill-treated 



(Ill-treated by the people mostly by near and dear, this was happened very badly in the 
early church. It’s also happening even in these days. Coming to the Indian ministry, the 
believers were ill-treated very badly by treating them as the untouchable people. In the 
villages it’s really a great task to live for the Jesus. Sometimes they do not allow them to 
live among the people of village. They will through the believers out of the village to live at 
the place of the burial ground. I had seen this kind of things in many villages as I have 
travelled and presented the gospel to more than five hundred villages) 
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Of whom the world was not worthy 



(This world is not worthy for the believers. When they accepted Jesus as their personal 
savior, there the real life starts by keep their interests on the things above. That what the 
St. Paul mentioned to the collusions church in the third chapter. Since, then, you have been 
raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things) 
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Wandering over Deserts 



(Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could settle. This 


was happened many times in the lives of Israelites, even in these days people were facing 


this kind experiences in many parts of the world for the sake of the ministry) 
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And Mountains 



(My sheep wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered 
over the whole earth, and no one searched or looked for them. In the early church time and 
also in these days the believers were facing this kind of experiences to wandering over the 
mountains for the sake of ministry. In the India many were killed for the sake of the 
ministry in the hill areas through the anti-Christian people) 
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And in Dens 



(In the early church many believers hided themselves in the dens due to the threats of the 


anti - Christians. In some areas of the world some people were gathering in dens to have 


the worship) 
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And caves of the Earth 



(In the early church some people were hided and had the worship in the caves. Coming to 
the Indian history, there were certain saints lived in the caves. Sadhu Sunder Sing 
mentioned about him in his books while he was alive. Kailas Maharishi is still living in the 
caves. There many other who do not come into the light who were living in the caves) 
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Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of Witnesses 



(We are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses that was making us to live for Jesus in 
any kind situations, this was also story of mine. I always think about the pioneer 
missionaries and the believers who sacrificed in their lives for the ministry. By thinking 
about them, I myself encouraging in the spirit to carry the wonderful ministry that God has 

given to me) 
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Let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely 


And let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us 



(Our goal is to run towards the destiny that was the eternal life. These troubles are any 
other situations will never stop us. We need to keep on the run towards the goal. Coming to 
my life and ministry, I am doing this every day. Every day is the new day for me. Troubles 
are around me all times, but my run is continuing to reach the goal) 
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Looking to Jesus the pioneer and Finisher of our Faith 



(Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on 


to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me; my brothers and sisters, you 


whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way ) 
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Who for the joy that was set before him endured the Cross 



Despising the Shame 


(Well this is a somewhat awkward 
phrase and therefore you are not dense 
in any way. Well I think you know what 
it is talking about when it says its shame 
its referring to the cross and how 
shameful it was to have to die such an 
awful criminal's execution) 
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And is seated at the right hand of the throne of God 



(He exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name 
that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all 
things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way) 
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Quotes about The Cross 


Hans Urs von Balthasar 



Hans Urs von Balthasar was a Swiss theologian and Catholic priest who were to be created 
a cardinal of the Catholic Church but died before the ceremony. He is considered one of 
the most important Roman Catholic theologians of the 20th century. 

His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 

“It is to the Cross that the Christian is challenged to follow his Master: no path of 
redemption can make a detour around it” 
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Andrew Murray 



Andrew Murray was a South African writer, teacher and Christian pastor. Murray 
considered missions to be “The chief end of the church” 

Born: May 9, 1828, Graaff-Reinet, South Africa 

Died: January 18, 1917, Wellington, South Africa 

Parents: Andrew Murray Sr., Maria Susanna Stegmann 

Education: University of Aberdeen, Utrecht University 

His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“A dead Christ I must do everything for; a living Christ does everything for me” 


William Golding 



Sir William Gerald Golding CBE was a British novelist, playwright, and poet. 


Best known for his novel Lord of the Flies, he won a Nobel Prize in Literature 


He was also awarded the Booker Prize 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“The crucifixion should never be depicted. It is a horror to be veiled” 
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John R.W. Stott 



John Robert Walmsley Stott CBE was an English Christian leader and Anglican cleric 


Who was noted as a leader of the worldwide Evangelical movement 


He was one of the principal authors of the Lausanne Covenant in 1974 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“Before we can begin to see the cross as something done for us, we have to see it as 

something done by us” 
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John Piper 



John Stephen Piper is founder and teacher of desiringgod.org and chancellor of Bethlehem 

College & Seminary in Minneapolis, Minnesota 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the treasure that it is, 
and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure and the deepest comfort in every pain. 
What was once foolishness to us a crucified God must become our wisdom and our power 

and our only boast in this world?” 
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E. M. Bounds 



Edward McKendree Bounds prominently known as E.M. Bounds was an American author, 
attorney, and member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South clergy. He is known for 
writing 11 books, nine of which focused on the subject of prayer 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“All God’s plans have the mark of the cross on them, and all His plans have death to self in 

them” 
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Jean Cocteau 



Jean Maurice Eugene Clement Cocteau was a French writer, designer, playwright, artist 
and filmmaker. Cocteau is best known for his novel Les Enfants Terribles, and the films 
Blood of a Poet, Les Parents Terribles, Beauty and the Beast and Orpheus 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“If it has to choose who is to be crucified, the crowd will always save Barabbas” 
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Friedrich Nietzsche 



Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche was a German philosopher, cultural critic, poet, and Latin 
and Greek scholar whose work has exerted a profound influence on Western philosophy 

and modern intellectual history 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“The word “Christianity” is already a misunderstanding; in reality there has been only one 


Christian and he died on the cross” 


George Bernard Shaw 



George Bernard Shaw, known at his insistence simply as Bernard Shaw, was an Irish 
playwright, critic and controversialist whose influence on Western theatre, culture and 
politics extended from the 1880s to his death in 1950 and beyond 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 

“My religious convictions and scientific views cannot at present be more specifically 
defined than as those of a believer in creative evolution. I desire that no public monument 
or work of art or inscription or sermon or ritual service commemorating me shall suggest 
that I accepted the tenets peculiar to any established church or denomination nor take the 
form of a cross or any other instrument of torture or symbol of blood sacrifice - George 


Bernard Shaw” 


Rob Bell 



Robert Holmes "Rob" Bell Jr. is an American author and pastor. Bell was the founder of 
Mars Hill Bible Church located in Grandville, Michigan, which he pastored until 2012. 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 

“Our tendency in the midst of suffering is to turn on God. To get angry and bitter and 
shake our fist at the sky and say, God, you don't know what it's like! You don't 
understand! You have no idea what I'm going through. You don't have a clue how much 

this hurts” 

The cross is God's way of taking away all of our accusations, excuses, and arguments. 
The cross is God taking on flesh and blood and saying, "Me too.” 
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John Adams 



John Adams was an American lawyer, author, statesman, and diplomat. He served as the 
second President of the United States, the first Vice President, and as a Founding Father 
was a leader of American independence from Great Britain. 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“I almost shudder at the thought of alluding to the most fatal example of the abuses of grief 
which the history of mankind has preserved - the Cross. Consider what calamities that 
engine of grief has produced! With the rational respect that is due to it, knavish priests 
have added prostitutions of it that fill or might fill the blackest and bloodiest pages of 

human history” 
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C.S. Lewis 



“God, who needs nothing, loves into existence wholly superfluous creatures in order that 
He may love and perfect them. He creates the universe, already foreseeing - or should we 
say "seeing"? there are no tenses in God - the buzzing cloud of flies about the cross, the 
flayed back pressed against the uneven stake, the nails driven through the mesial nerves, 
the repeated incipient suffocation as the body droops, the repeated torture of back and 
arms as it is time after time, for breath's sake, hitched up. If I may dare the biological 
image, God is a "host" who deliberately creates His own parasites; causes us to be that we 
may exploit and "take advantage of" Him. Herein is love. This is the diagram of Love 

Himself, the inventor of all loves.” 
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Peter Kreeft 



Peter John Kreeft is a professor of philosophy at Boston College and The King's College. 
He is the author of numerous books as well as a popular writer of Christian philosophy, 

theology and apologetics. 


His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“We sinned for no reason but an incomprehensible lack of love, and He saved us for no 
reason but an incomprehensible excess of love” 




Amy Carmichael 



Amy Wilson Carmichael was a Protestant Christian missionary in India, who opened an 
orphanage and founded a mission in Dohnavur. She served in India for 55 years without 
furlough and wrote many books about the missionary work there 


Her saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 


“God Hold us to that which drew us first, when the Cross was the attraction, and we 

wanted nothing else” 
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Thomas a Kempis 



Thomas a Kempis, C.R.S.A. was a Dutch canon regular of the late medieval period and the 
author of The Imitation of Christ, one of the most popular and best known Christian books 

on devotion 

His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 

“In the Cross is salvation; in the Cross is life; in the Cross is protection against our 
enemies; in the Cross is infusion of heavenly sweetness; in the Cross is strength of mind; in 
the Cross is joy of spirit; in the Cross is excellence of virtue; in the Cross is perfection of 
holiness. There is no salvation of soul, nor hope of eternal life, save in the Cross.” 
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Athanasius of Alexandria 


Saint Athanasius of Alexandria, also called 
Athanasius the Great, Athanasius the Confessor 
or, primarily in the Coptic Orthodox Church, 

Athanasius the Apostolic, was the twentieth 
bishop of Alexandria. 

His saying was like this regarding the hero of 
cross 

“He, the Life of all, our Lord and Savior, did not 
arrange the manner of his own death lest He should seem to be afraid of some other kind. 
No. He accepted and bore upon the cross a death inflicted by others, and those other His 
special enemies, a death which to them was supremely terrible and by no means to be 
faced; and He did this in order that, by destroying even this death, He might Himself be 
believed to be the Life, and the power of death be recognized as finally annulled. A 
marvelous and mighty paradox has thus occurred, for the death which they thought to 
inflict on Him as dishonor and disgrace has become the glorious monument to death's 
defeat” 

“Even on the cross He did not hide Himself from sight; rather, He made all creation 
witness to the presence of its Maker” 




Kallistos Ware 


Kallistos Ware is an English bishop within the 
Eastern Orthodox Church under the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople and one of the best- 
known contemporary Eastern Orthodox 
theologians. From 1982 he has held the Titular 
Bishopric of Diokleia. 



His saying was like this regarding the hero of cross 

“Love and hatred are not merely subjective feelings, affecting the inward universe of those 
who experience them, but they are also objective forces, altering the world outside 
ourselves...if this is true of my love, it is true to an incomparably greater extent of Christ's 
love. The victory of his suffering love upon the Cross does not merely set me an example, 
showing me what I myself may achieve if by my own efforts I imitate him. Much more than 
this, his suffering love has a creative effect upon me, transforming my own heart and will, 
releasing me from bondage, making me whole, rendering it possible for me to love in a way 
that would lie altogether beyond my powers, had I not first been loved by him” 
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Personal Experience 


ross to Crown; This experience was only made me to stand so strong for Jesus in 
^~^ my life. I was the rejected child, when I was born. As I was the third boy to my 
mother, she rejected to see my face at the time of birth. After six days of my birth my 
mother saw my face, because of her brother’s word. Her brother Rev.Gompana Peter gave 
prophecy by seeing me that I will become the great servant of God in the future. Then my 
mother started to see my face and dress up like the girl to fulfill her desire to have the baby 
girl. I can say that was the experience of cross even in my childhood. I can say that 
childhood cross experience led me to the experience of the crown in my life. 

In the stage of youth also I have faced the experience of the rejection through my brothers 
and the friends. I myself use to feel that I was the person without any talents. Same time my 
mother gave me the nick name called “Karrodu” it means black guy. I was the average boy 
in the education and in the other things; I myself use to feel that I am not useful to 
anything. At one stage I felt, why I was born? What for I am living on face of the earth. 
These experiences use to make me humble and also led me to the cross experience. This 
kind of situations were led me to accept the Jesus Christ as my personal savior in the life. 
That experience changed my life and led me to the cross to crown. 

Coming to marriage life, I took lot of turns in the livelihood and also in the other things to 
survive myself. The humble experiences led me to do the education by doing the secular 
job. Through the cross experiences God led me to do the full education of twenty one years, 
and also to secure own house to live. God called me to the full time ministry. That cross 
experience led me to the experience of the crown in the ministry and life. 




The real troubles started when I came to the full time ministry. As God said regarding the 
St. Paul, it was also happened to me. 


The Lord said to Ananias, Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to 
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must 

suffer for my name - Acts 9:15 - 16 


Till today, I am facing troubles in the ministry and life. As the matter of fact that every 
cross experience in the ministry leading me to the crown experience, every day is the new 
day in ministry and life. 

I would like to share certain cross experiences of mine and others around me. I can 
definitely say those cross experience what all I watched in the lives of the people around 
me. Before I mention those experiences I can mention one saying “Life is not the bed of 
roses” 

I have observed these things in the lives of God servants and also in the lives of believers. 
When the husband is an evil person, it was the real cross experience to the wife to carry the 
life with him. Same way when the wife is an evil that was the great cross experience to the 
him to carry the life with her. In certain families, children also act like evil, that was the 
real pain and the cross experience to the parents. I know one great servant of the God; I 
saw his family destruction due to the children’s evil lives. Every person faces these kind of 
cross experiences in the different areas in the family which leads them after the great 
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tribulation to crown experience. Same people may fail to reach to that experience crown in 


this life on face of earth. 


God’s word gave the great comfort to the servants and the children. 

Then I heard a voice from heaven say, Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow 

them - Revelation 14:13 


By seeing these kind of cross experiences in the lives of the God servants and God’s 
children, I was encouraged a lot in my life to stand strong in the every cross experience for 
the living God as the living example. I can defiantly say that those experiences of the cross 
lead someone to the experience of crown. 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which 
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory 
in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us - 

Romans 5:1 -5 


So every experience of cross in the life will leads us to the experience of crown. Some will 
not experience here on face of the earth. Wither here on face of the earth or in the heaven 
or both on face of the earth and also heaven, that’s purely in the hands of God. One thing 
is true that we all will have the crown through the experience of cross. 
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T his was very important portion. You need to read this portion very carefully with the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost. 

When we go through this book by learning life and ministry of the heroes of the cross, there 
could be the chance for us to feel that we are also the heroes of cross. As the matter of fact 
the tribulation we faced in the life was will defiantly leads us to that feeling. If we study 
carefully on this subject, there was one and only hero of the cross from the beginning of 
Adam to the last person on face of the earth, that was “The Lord Jesus Christ” 

There was no Hero of cross other than The Lord Jesus Christ. We are all zero’s, He was 
the hero of cross all times. Let us see the story of zero’s. As long as the zero stands single 
there was no value for that, if we add any number of zeros to zero, there was no value for 
those zeros. If add number one before the zeros, lot of value will come them, according 
number of zeros. We are the zeros, that number one is the Lord Jesus Christ. When Jesus 
was not in front of us, there was no value for us. So Jesus was the hero all times. We are the 
zeros all times. 

We are like the donkey which was carrying Jesus on the last visit to Jerusalem. 

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King: The next day the great crowd that had come for the 
festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went 
out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt - 

John 12:12-15 
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Here the donkey was honored because of the Jesus Christ. As long as it carries Jesus 
Christ, there was honor for that donkey. Once Jesus Christ left that donkey; that was the 
donkey without any honor, we were also like that, as long as we carry Jesus Christ, we will 
be honored. Once we left Jesus that was the end our life. So the honor comes through Jesus 
Christ. He was the hero; we are the zeros all time. 

I would like give a living illustration for this. One father shifting a table from one room to 
another room, his two year old son kept his little hand on the table when Daddy was 
shifting the table. As soon as the table shifted to the other room, the little child went to the 
kitchen with running and told mother, that he shifted the table to one room to another 
room. What was the truth here? The father shifted the table, the little boy just kept his 
little hand on the table. But he is calming that he shifted that table. Many times we feel the 
same way. Any work we did, weather small or large, that was only through the living God. 
We are just like dust. Many times by forgetting the mighty God and His power, we clam 
the miracles and the wonders of God as our own power. We are zeros any time. Jesus was 
the one and only hero all times. 

Jesus was the hero of cross all times. We are all under His shade; God is giving us the glory 
through Jesus to stand for Him as the heroes of cross. We are the part of His heroism. We 
are not heroes any time. 

May God bless you and help you to stand for Him throughout your life to stand as the 
living witness for Him. 


“May God bless You” 
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JESUS THE HERO OF CROSS 
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